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nVTRODUCTIOlV. 



The following pages have been written under no 
feelings, ^vhich would lead mc tu take side in any 
party question ; but the more the excellency and pu- 
rity of divine truth has been opened, upon my un- 
derstanding, the more I have witnessed its opera- 
tioiis, separated not only from all the wars and con- 
flicts which agitate the christian world, so called 
but from all the forms which sectarians have esta. 
blished. Under these ideas I offer a few scntiments- 
to unbiassed and impartial minds; simply because 
it has appeai'cd right to do so ; extending to all, tliat 
perfect liberty of conscience, which would not wish 
to change tlie \icw9 of any man, though they might 
lead hiai to condemn every sentiment that I have ad- 
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^ftcr a careful examination of different doctrines 
that have been maiutiuiied by learned and virtuous 
men, in dilTurcnt eras of the world, I have found 
that Inic religion docs not consist In following books 
or men : hut in tailing for the rule of our lives the 
, divine light in our own bi'casts. This I have exem- 
plified by extracts from a few writers — by showing 
uncertainly of the hiblo, as a standard of belief, 
, of every other outward rule of fiiitli and practice. 
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In treating upon the idolatry of sects, I hare as- 
sumed, that men are not made better by a profes- 
sion of religion^ but by purity of heart ; and that 
there is no essential difference, in tlie idolatry 
which in different conntries makes religion consist 
in different outward ceremonies; which in one looks 
to a pagoda, a temple or a mosque ; in others to a 
chapel, a church, or a meeting house; eitlier as 
houses of God or places of worship. And singular 
as it may appear, it docs seem to be the fact, that 
the pure doctrine of the spiritual religion of Jesus 
Christ, has been most clearly and publicly recog- 
nized among the Chinese and our American natives, 
living half the circumference of the globe from each 
other^ and equally remote from the principal pro* 
foBsing christians of the world. 

Tet between these^ and the professed followers of 
Jesus Christy division lines are drawn. Because 
they have not the Bible, and do not know that Jesus 
was crucifted at Jerusalem, they are called heathen 
Bationa! Is it right that this should be so? Is it 
rig^t that men professing Christianity, should keep 
alive divisions among themselves? These tilings, if 
eonsistent with the state men are in, are wholly 
irreconcilable with pure and vital religion. In the 
following pages I have endeavoured to show the to- 
tal ineflScacy of every form in religion : each secta- 
rian wiH acknowledge it, as respects all tliat he is 
not in the practice of— but there he will stop. Fi-ee 
fitnn sectarian bondage, I have drawn tlie full lengtli 
^cture— in the persuasion that there is a pui*e and 



lioly religiuii, in wliicli, under feelings separated 
from sectarian viewsi the traditions of the Romanist) 
the Quaker, the Calvinist, the Unitarian) &.c. willno 
longer mark boundaries between men ; and this reli- 
gion is altogether in that one eternal, unchangeable, 
indivisible Principle, to which [ have referred, which 
applies to all mankind, which embraces every tiling 
that is excellent in religion, which knows no sect 
among men or distinction between individuals j and 
though it may be ti'ue tliat many are not prepared 
for it, yet those who through the power of divine 
love embrace it, find all partition walls as perfectly 
broken down, as if all the world were subjected to it. 
I have freely stated my feelings, I ask no one to 
adopt theon, and presenting them without a name, 
Ihey will stand simply upon tbcir own merits or de- 
merits THE AUTHOR. 
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There has been no period of latter time, ift 
which so much agitation has prevailed in 
that portion of mankind calling itself by the 
name of Christ, as in tbe present age. Each 
society appears to be striving to disseminate 
that particnlar form of religion, which it deem:> 
right. Bible societies have multiplied, in many 
countries among every chiss of men, to spread 
the scriptures ; they have been translated into 
various languages, and circulated among hea. 
then nations. — Missionary societies have been 
established, and men have been educated and 
set apart lor the express purpose of spreading 
the Gospel; and the piety of individuals is in 
some degree measured by their zeal and muni- 
ficence in supporting these things. 

I have no reason to doubt the integrity of 
many, who are devoting their time and their sub- 
stance to what they think right ; but 1 trust, I 
may, without giving offence, enter into the exa- 
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mination of ihe proper rule of life, for every 
man, the world over, by whatever name he may 
be called, whether Jew, Gentile, Christian, Pa- 
gan or Infidel; and if I iihould expose the for- 
mality and idolatry of sects, it will be under no 
feelings which would condemn them. 

The knowledge of good and evil — the per- 
ception of right and wrong — beginning in child* 
hood, and ripening with maturity of age, is 
what makes man a moral agent : as God him- 
self, it is universal, omnipwtont and eternal ; ac- 
knowledged in every age, country and climate, 
among every description of men; su that amid 
all the discovcricH of inudem geographers, n« 
people have yet been found without a know- 
ledge of God. 

Although the reality of moral obligation is 
universally admitted, yet there are some who 
consider it the result of education and habit — 

it men are dependant upon the Bibk-, and 
in their fellow-men, for a rule of faith and 
iduct — others will believe with me, that this 
principle is nothing less than the impress of; 
God upon the mind of man, given to him as ;i 
^ide to direct his path. Those who by ai- 
lendlng to it, have felt its power, have no need 
of being told, either thil it i^ from God, orth.it 
nothing else can be l!ic guide fif their lives. 



Tliey know k from evidence which cannot be 
shaken ; so that were other men to deny it, their 
faith would not be moved, nor could it be in- 
creased, by any testimony that could be ad- 
duced in its iavour. 

Men can have no real faith in it, lait by its 
operations in their own soul ; none can have a 
perfect faith in it, but those who are perfected 
by it; if it has cast out only one sin, they may 
believe in its power to cast out every sin. But 
all who live under the power of it, have in every 
real sense a faith in it, whether they attribute it 
to God or man ; by whatever name they may 
call it, or whether they acknowledge it in 
words ornot; so on the other hand, any out- 
ward profession of its CKistence, calling it by 
the most exalted names, amounts to no saving 
faith in it. That with a full knowledge that it 
isalone by the g-Ift of God, that we are enabled 
truly to believe in it. I shall make a few ob- 
servations addressed to tliose who are referring 
to the Bible, or other Ixioks, or to men for in- 
struction ; showing that it has opecated alike in 
every age of the world. 

To attempt proof would be worse than use- 
less; I appeal to no evidence that I might be 
able to collect, but to feeling, for the truth of 
my observations. And although I may make 



some quotations from the Bible and other 
books, yet I do it with a view of giving words 
to my own feelings ; and as conveying the sen- 
timents of the respecdve authors, rather than as 
attaching any authority to theii» particular doc- 
trines. As I shall not attempt much more, 
than stating my own views and feelings, I shall 
not rely upon any proof to support them, but 
leave them to be examined, condemned or ap- 
proved, as my readers may feel disposed. 

If we are to deny every diing that caimot be 
demonstrated, we shall be led into, a labyrinth 
of scepticism. The feelings of men are appeal, 
ed to, in proof of the most common truths ; and 
philosophy has acknowledged their umpire, in 
questions which human reason has been unable 
to £cLthom. 

That every man, in this life, owes a duty tp 
God, is a truth so universally admitted, as to 
require no argument to elucidate it; and yet there 
are those, who, while they would deem the de- 
nial of it great impiety, do not scruple to affirm, 
that man is^ dependant upon his fellow-man 
to point out what this duty is. If people were 
unbiassed by tradition and education, we should 
probably find them as universally admitting that 
they kMW their own proper duQr, without the 




uid of -other men or books, as that there was ^ 
God oi\ whom they are dependant. 

If there are any who suppose that a vocal voice 
called to Adam in the garden, their feelings 
must be of a very carnal nature. 

Personifying God, and giving him a local ha- 
bitation, is a species of idolatry, I truly be- 
lieve that every perception that Adam had of 
Deity, was similar to what each of his descen- 
dants has felt in every succeeding age of the 
world. If it were not so, the Almighty, benefi- 
cent Jehovah, has been partial to his creatures. 

Man was created for happiness ; and it was 
only the attempt to know good and evil for him- 
self, or a departure from the eternal principle 
of Truth, that plunged our common parent in- 
to niiserj- — he was allured by his lusts and fell. 

Let us drop the allegorical picture of a local 
paradise — of an audible voice — of a material 
serpent — of visible trees and fruit — and we shall 
find his situation to resemble our own ; we have 
our duty to perform as he had; the same guide 
to lead us to obedience to God ; the same feel- 
ings attendant on a corporeal existence, to entice 
us ; we seek for independence and we fall. 

If we literally believe every account that is 
recorded in the scriptures, we shall creditthe 
most palpable contradictions ; they abound with 



^egorical descriptions and parables; and of 
Jesus it is said, that " withDut a parablespakC 
he not to the multitude."* 

Similar modes of expression are often record- 
cd in scripture, " the Lord said unto Cain, if 
thou doest well shalt thou not be accepted? If 
thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door."t 
There is not to be found an unbiassed indivi- 
dual, who has not heard this truth without a 
vocal voice ; and he believes it, not becauie he 
has read it in scripture, or that his preceptor 
has told him of it, but because the voice of God 
has spoken to his own soul. The man who 
lias never heard it can Ziardly be considered as 
an accountable creature. 

Familiar language is most frequently resort- 
ed to in the scriptures, to represent the imme- 
diate converse of God with man. Abraham 
stood before the Lord and plead for Sodom and 
Gomorrah " and the Lord went his way as soon 
as he had left communing with hiro.":^ Few 
will be found who believe that this Wiis cflected 
by the agency of words or of material existence; 
if it was not, it follows that there is a revelation 
in which the will of the Father is perceived, and 
known in the soul, by its own immediate per. 

• Mult, liil. J. t C"- '"■ "■ -- >^cn. xviii. JJ. 
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ccptions ; uninfluenced aiid uncontrolled by any 
outward circumstances. 

Following the train of scripture history'', we 
find similar language. The word of the Lord 
rcsme to the prophets, See. And Elijah is repre- 
sented as conversing with the Almighty, in die 
cave at Horeb. Numerous are die accounts 
that are given of dirccuons received by man 
from his Maker, through the intervention of vi- 
sions of various kinds, all referring to the same 
spiritual communion. 

In the New Testament the same language is 
maintained — the agency of the Holy Ghost and 
of angels is recorded, and the figuies of Hea- 
ven, and Hell, and Satan, are resorted to, to 
impress the most simple truths. 

When the disciples of Christ queried of him, 
" why speakest thou unto them in parables?" 
he answered, "because it is given unto you to 

* know the mysteries of the kingdom of Heaven, 
but to them it is not given." *' For this peo- 
ple's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are 

^ dull of hearing, and their eyes have closed; lest 
at any time they should see with their eyes and 
hear with their ears, and should understand 
with their heart.*" Or in other language their 

y p erceptibns were so outv\'ard and carnal, that 
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the sweet influence of the spirit of God, was ob« 
scured in their souls. 

Conviction ot truth can only be upon the 
soul itself; and though we may see visions and 

.«4ream dreams, yet true faith is not the result 
of seeing or of hearing, but of internal convic- 
tiom This we may be convinced of by c(Hisi- 
dering the representations of various kinds, 
which are made for the express purpose of 
pleasing the sickly desires of men ; which though 
the eye sees, and the ear hears, there is no con- 

' viction and consequently no belief. Now as 
outward representations cannot of themselves 
produce belief, it seems extraordinary, that 
their agency has ever been believed in, or con- 
sidered by serious minds necessary, in the com- 
munion between God and man ; it can only be 
accounted for, by that state of darkness, which, 
'* seeing, perceives not, and hearing, does not 
understand." 

However varied the language may be, in 
which the communication of God's will to man 
is described ; whether under the figure of a vocal 
voice ; of a ministering angel, or a Holy Ghost, 
I conclude the same spiritual influences are al- 
luded to. 

The New Testament, containing less meta- 
phor than the Old, has many direct references to 
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this intuitive word of grace in the soul of man ; 
so plain and simple, that it would be difficult to 
misconstrue them ; and they are entitled to con- 
sideration as the experience of pious arid holy 
men. 

Do they any where direct man to his felloiV- 
man to know his duty to God — to, study books 
or chronicles, to be taught what tijiijc'should do? 
nay truly: their admonitions are of a. totally 
different character ; they direct to the light, to 
the grace of God, as a teacher which every 
one shall know for himself. 

Were I to quote the very numerous passages 
which- relate to the subject, which I forbear 
from their general familiarity ; it would not be 
from a belief that any one, either could, or ought 
to believe in them, merely upon the authority 
of scripture ; such an idea would tend to idola- 
try, by putting them in the place of God him- 
self. But as I may treat of the scriptures here- 
after, 1 will leave the subject at this time, only 
observing, that whatever language is used, 
whether speaking of Christ, the power and the 
wisdom of God, of the Holy Ghost, the Spirit, 
the Comforter, the Word, or the grace of God ; 
it all has reference to that one universal princii* 
pie, which shows man good and evil ; which 

has been the satme in every age of the world; 

b2 
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and which I have assumed to be, the only true 
and perfect guide of our lives, and rule of faith 
and practice. 

1 well know that there are many persons who 
draw distinctions between different eras of the 
world — the patriarchal — legal — and gospel dis- 
pensations. They have seen in the metaphori- 
cal language of scripture, the familiar inter- 
course which God held with the patriarchs, 
without any record of those forms and ordinances 
in religion, which have since been deemed so 
essential ; that this slate was succeeded by one 
of Law and Ordinances, which they believe were 
finally abrogated by the outward coming of Je. 
sua Christ. 

Let us now leave the carnal views which man 
has drawn from an abuse of the scriptures, and 
retire to the contemplation of the universality of 
the love of God; and see whether we can for 
one moment believe, that the Father of mercies 
has been partial to his creature man. Who is 
there that is bold enougii to declare that he is 
the object of this partiality ? I believe there is 
none : on the contrary if left to himself, each 
would feel, that he was one of the children of ai 
common father, whose mercy and justice ex- 
tends alike to all ; and would probably believe 
that the sdme principle of eternal truth that 
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spoke to the patriarchs, to the prophets and 
apostles, speaks as intelligibly to hiin : " I was 
set up from everlasting, from the beginning or 
ever the earth was. W hen there were no deptlis 
I was brought forth, when there \vere no foun- 
tains abounding with water. Before the mouii> 
tains were settled, before tlie hills was I brought 
forth. Whoso findeth me findeth life, and shali 
obtain favour of the Lord." Proverbs viii. 23, 
U, 25, 35. 

There are other persons, who, while they ad- 
mit the truth of some of tliese remarks, yet say 
that revelation has ceased, or that man is the 
subject of but partial illuminations of the spi- 
rit. But if the end of its manifestation at all, 
is to save men from sin, " if it is not sufficient 
for the end, why then has it been manifested at 
all?" This is the language recorded. of an 
Indian chief, said to have been delivered to a 
missionary, who was endeavouring to convert 
him to what he called Christianity, *' It is 
clear" he^adds " that a revelation insufficient 
to save, cannot put us in a better condition 
than we should be in, without any revelation at 
all ! We cannot conceive, that God should 
point out to us the end we ought to arrive at, 
without opening to us the way to arrive at that 
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end." These ^re the natural sentiments of an 
unbiassed mind. 

Most assuredly there nevner has been any 
other change in dispensations than what we wit- 
ness in the present day. The effect of a depar- 
ture from that primeval simplicity, which b 
wholly dependant upon God, in which he is 
immediately the judge and lawgiver ; is the es- 
tablishment of outward laws to restrain men 
and bind them together ; and these are only cer- 
tainly abrogated by the power of God in the^ 
soul, which blots put the hand writing of ordi- 
nances, and frees man from the law of sin and 
death. 

The great object of life is salvation, and any 
view that is so contracted and partial, as to ad- 
mit the idea that the situation of any one man 
or class of men, is more eligible for this end, 
than that of any other; is unworthy the consi- 
deration of a religious mind. 

All mankind of every age, arc alike the sub- 
jects of divine regard. In every nation, *' he that 
fcareth God and worketh righteousness is ac- 
cepted with him."*^ 

The leading divisions of men arc, into what 
are called Pagans or Infidels, Jews, Mahome^ 
dans or Mussehncn and Christians; these again 

• Actsr. 23. 



are divided into thousands of various sects, but 
a man is no more a Christian or an Infidel, for 
being called by these names, than the Jew was 
formerly for being one outwardly. 

No man is saved in his sins, it would be a 
contradiction in itself. 

Does any one suppose that each of these dif- 
ferent sects are saved by a diiferent salvation, 
merely because the forms of their religion are 
different? If they do not it will then follow, 
that there must be some universal principle of 
salvation that comes alike to all ; without legard 
to the forms of their religion or the names by 
which they are called : or it is not true, that 
among every nation, those who fear God and 
work righteousness are accepted of Him. 

Christians have generally agreed that tliere 
is but one means of salvation, and taking the 
literal meaning of scripture, they refer salvation 
to a happy existence beyond the grave j and say 
that the offering of Christ upon the cross, is the 
means appointed by the Almighty to accom- 
plish this end ; and they are puzzled exactly to 
know how all are saved by it, so fexv ever Iieard 
of it, in comparison to the great numbers born 
before and since him ; some have gone one 
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and some another, one sect who have 
led their faith, affirm, that 
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ti-Ue as there is a God in Heaven/* Chri^ went 
into hell, after his crucifixion, and preached 
there during the three days before his resurreo* 
tion, that so those who died before his bitth, 
should hear his voice and have the means of re- 
demption, some speak of a purgatbr}% some are 
equally certain of a visible world, and of churches 
and thrones; some of a state of fixedness, bthets 
of a progression of happiness and of misery be- 
yond the grave ; others again, attempt to prove, 
that souls oF righteous men alone ever realize 
immortality. SUch views, though seriously en- 
tertained by niany grave men, appear to have 
iio connexion with religion : Why do we at- 
tempt to look beyond the grave? we know no- 
thing of that state, a veil of deadly silence is 
Briwii, which we cannot penetrate. 

It is the remission of sin of which I speak, I 
iiiight speculate about a future ejcistence, and 
show scriptut'e authority for or against any par. 
ti'cular fkith; bilt as I h^ve ho knowledge, nor 
tihxiety, and do hot realize that religious minds 
heed have any concern about it, if they have any 
bbhfidehce in the justice df thieir heavenly Fa- 
ther ; I iihall not enter into the subject. But 
for their carnal views, I should most sincerely 
unite with them, that Christ was the means of 
^vitibh ; but I should rbfet* to that principle 




23 

alone which is spoken of, " as Christ withbi, 
the hope of glory," as " the wisdom and power 
of God," 6tc. &.C. and herein there is no diffi- 
culty, in knowing how each individual is saved 
by Christ; because this Christ was in the be- 
ginning with God, this was the Rock which the 
Israelites drank of in the wilderness, this is the 
bread which came downfrom heaven, which men 
must eat of, to be saved ; and which is no other 
than the spirit of God, operating upon the hearts 
of all men. For as the most exalted name or 
most beautiful forms of religion, never have, 
nor ever can bring a man any nearer to the 
kingdom of heaven ; so on the other hand, no 
outward circumstances can of themselves sepa- 
rate him from it ; but they have precluded a 
large proportion of tlie rational creation from a 
knowledge of the outward manifestation of 
Christ in the person of Jesus. Hence the di- 
lemma to H hich people are put, to reconcile how 
men are saved by the sacrifice of a person they 
never heard of. 

If 1 could for a pioment conceive, that that 
small portion of mankind, who have heard of, 
and know of Jesus Christ : or any sect among 
them, have any peculiar privileges conferred 
upon them by the great Father of mercies, — 
that he has extended his power to mv^ them any 
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^leans of salvation or of happiness, which he had 
not dispensed in a proportionate degree, to eve- 
ry other part of his intelligent family ; I should 
almost wish every feeling to leave me, that was 
founded upon so partial a religion ; and desire 
rather to be classed among the beasts of the field, 
than to receive the boon of happiness, while 
thousands of other men as worthy as myself, 
created by the same power, and equally depen- 
dant upon it, were placed without the reach of 
salvation. 

My views of religion are not so contracted. 
The religion which Jesus.Christ spoke of had 
not its beginning with hwjMitw agd.<iiipeaiB!li#n. 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus distinctly speaks of 
tliat God " that is in thee to rule over thee,'* and 
the " unbiassed reason'* to which Socrates yield- 
ed the government of his life, was no other than a 
degree of that spirit, which Jesus testifies of; and 
which was manifested to each of their minds by 
the eniial light of truth. Confucius makes use of 
a teiW nearly similar to express the same thing 
—names do not alter realities — I contend not 
about them ; if one man calls that reason or con- 
science, which I call the power of God, I am 
not at issue with him ; I have no preference in 
terms—** unbiassed reason," is no more the 
principle of deduction by which man weighs 



and ballaiiees, and decides by consequences, 
which he can throw into one or tlie other scale, 
than it is fate or chance. 

It was doubtless by the power of truth, that 
Socrates gained the entire dominion over his 
pasuons and appetites, and exhibited one of the 
most extraordinary instances of wisdom and vir- 
tue. And thus he triumphed over the fear of 
death. " It would be inexcusable in me," 
said he, " to despise death, if I were not per- 
suaded that it would conduct mc into the pre- 
sence of the Gods, who are the most righteous 
governors, and into the society of just and good 
men;" and being queried of, respecting the 
disposition of his body after death, he said, *' is 
it not strange after all I liavc said to convince 
you, that I am going to the society of the hap- 
py, that Crito still thinks, that tliis body which 
will soon be a lifeless corpse, is Socrates ? Let 
Jiim dispose of my body as he pleases, but let 
him not at its interment mourn over it as if it 
were Socrates." 

In accordance with the life and death of So- 
crates, were the principles of many of those, 
w^oare distinguished as heathen philosophers. 
^Though they did not all speak the same lan- 
guage, any more tlian men do in the present 
day ; yet many of their doctrines will be found 
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to be of the most sublime and exalted cliaraC*- 
ter, and exactly to tally with those of modem 
time. Some made virtue to consist in benevo- 
lence, and promoting the happiness of their fel- 
low creatures — others looked to some ultimate 
end-*— others again, declared virtue and happi- 
ness to be independent of all outward circum- 
stances. The rule to regulate their conduct, be- 
ing placed within their own breasts, was consi- 
dered to have been given them by Jupiter, 
and that happiness consisted in the disinter- 
ested discharge of their duty, without any 
anxiety about the event. That this led to a 
state, in which, participating in the divine har* 
mony, they rejoiced even at those events which 
are considered the most adverse to happiness^ 
and received health or sickness, riches or po: 
verty, widi an equal mind : that by imitating 
the love and charity of God, the perfection of 
virtue would be attained, and the soul assimi* 
lating to the Divine nature, would participate in 
its attributes of benevolence and love, and ulti. 
mately attain to an immediate converse and 
communion with Deity. 

These are the outlines of the different views 
ofvirtue, handed down to us from the ancient 
sects, in those nations which are considered to 
liave been the most civilized ; but the eternal 
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and immutable light of truth was confined to no 
set of men ; writers of other nations which have 
been viewed as more barbarous have left the 
Tuost ample records of their belief in the one 
univerbal standard of truth. 

The Chinese who ha\c taken the name of the 
i^cleatiftl empire, seem entitled to it, from a sys- 
tem of government which, probably more than 
any olher, ackno\iUdgcs the light of truth in 
Llie soul of man, as that great principle wl^ch 
God hits given to him to rule and govern his 
life. 

From tlic empire of China strangers are al- 
most totally excluded, so that there is little real 
knowledge to be obtained of a people, said to 
be more iiumetous liian any other. We know 
ihey exist, but llie principles which have pre- 
served such a remarkable degree of peace in tlie 
empire, extended as it is, are but little adverted 
to. The Frencli Jesuists, who were located 
maay years in China, published some particu- 
lars respecting the Cliinese, which are the more 
remarkable as being in opposition to the senti- 
mcnts which have been received from travel- 
lers, who though the)- nominally have entered 
the empire, have been really excluded from it. 

Lcpere Noel, after studying the Chinese lan- 
guage for twenty years, translated several of their 
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i^hs^sical works, by Confucius and his followers 
upon religion and morality, written originally 
some centuries before the Christian era ; he re- 
fers to other works long antecedent to thein, 
containing the same principles. Throughout 
several volumes a reference i^ made to that 
taw which God has placed within the breast, 
" which is felt in the deptln of the heart,'' the 
attendance to which, it is declared, will raise 
man to the most exalted perfection. It is im- 
possible in a few extracts, which I shall trans- 
late from one of these works, to do justice to 
the sentiments ; the following b from '• The 
just Medium'' by Tsee-sec, grand-son of Con- 
fucius ; the object of this work is to prove, that 
man has a law which he ought invariably to fol- 
low, ^ (que Phomn\e a une loi, qu'il doit suivre 
inyiolablement.)'' ^' The science of die just 
medium which the wise man follows, immense 
by the extent of its object, is nevertheless vety 
^mple in its self : every one can make use of it ; 
no one can sound its depth, because it encloses 
Erectly the most common rules of daily action, 
and the most ludden secrets of nature.^ 

Though simple and ignwant men and women 
of the most limited capacities, may with this 
UDgle intellectual fiK^ulty, which they receive 
from nature, know the doctriae of the just me* 



dium in alt that appertains to their ordinary ac- 
tions and conduct every day of their lives, ne- 
vertheless the most penetrating and extended 
genius, cannot know all the detail nor embrace 
the whole." 

" The doctrine of the just medium which 
the wise man follows, descends even to the de- 
tails of the private life of individuals ; and this 
principle so simple, which enlightens and di- 
rects the lowest condition, spreads itself on all 
the earth, elevates itself to heaven, enlightens 
with its rays, and fills the world with its splen- 
dour. The doctrine of the just medium, is the 
light and rule of ail beings. This sublime 
knowledge is not far from man, it is the rule 
for the common actions of human life, so that 
all men can easily know and practise it. We 
pretend uselessly to follow the just medium, if 
neglecting tlie common duties, we only aim at 
the extraordinaiy opinions and manners, which 
are difierent from those of other men." 

" Thus, though this rule presents itself, and 
is capable of being read by all the world, though 
there is not an instant of the day in which rt 
ought not to be used, nevertheless we find few 
persons, who turn their attention towards it, 
who reflect upon it, and above all who follow 
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" Ib all conditions the wise man is tranquil 
I and c.ilm, beciuse he sees himself always under 
C^ direction of Providence, and in the place 
pirhich it has oiarked for him." 

I have met with no sentiments either of ear. 
I) Uer or later time, more full recognising 
I'-principle of eternal truth tlian these books«j 
Le peie Noel, translates the term which 
Chinese gave it, (droit raison) or right reason), 
and Ke. attributes to its precepts, the peace, the^ 
happiness, the concord which during a period 
of three thousand years, has mosdy distinguish- 
ed the Chinese empire ; he adds, " the systei 
ofthe Chinese legislators is one of the finest 
» monuments of the efforts of the human mini 
f -to make virtue, peace , and happiness reign upoftj 
'fwth:" a sentiment expressed in Pekin, 
lately published in our newspapers accords 
tiiese views, and which I reiieat from rccolleo-. 
I t>on. " the eternal principle of truth in the soi 
\ of man, obedience to its dictates will make 
^venon earth." * * 
I shall close my observations on the Chinese 
with extracts from an Engliith translation of 
some ofthe writings of Confucius. " A per- 
jfect man is always contented with his condition, 
he desires nothing beyoad it, with submission 
and an even spirit, he expects wbatever 
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bhall-erdaiii concerning him. Thus lie rejoic- 
cth iQ a certain tranquillity, which is compara- 
ble to the top of those mountains, which are- 
higher than the regions where the thunder 
and tempests are formed." 

" If our love is blind, and mere passion, if 
it is flesh and blood, which makes us act, this 
aJTcction is irregular, because it digresseth fronv 
the rule of right reason. 

Reason and Innocence, have been equally 
given or communicated ta the wise and to the 
saints, and likewise to all other men ; but the 
Saint has never in the least declined from right 
reason, and has constantly preserved his integri- 
ty : whereas, the wise has not always preserved 
it, having not always followed the light of Rea- 
son ; because of several obstacles he has met 
with in the practice of virtue, and especially by 
reason of his passions, wKereunto he is a slave. 
Those who have lost their first integrity and 
desire to regain it, are comparable, to withered 
and almost dead trees, tliat notwithstanding^ 
have in the trunk and roots a certain juice, a cer- 
tain principle of life, which makes them cast 
forth shoots — If wc take care of these trees, if 
we cultivate them, water them and prune off 
ihe dead branches, it will happen that this 
ttee will le-asaume its formet stat&— after tbe- 
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same manner, although one has lost his first in* 
tegrity and innocence, he need only excite the 
good that remains, use pains and industry and 
he will infallibly arrive at the highest virtue. 

The state of the wise is called " the Reason 
of Heaven,'' or the first rule which heaven has 
equally distributed to all men, and which the 
saints have always observed, without tunung eu 
ther on the right hand, or on the left." 

The wise man is always pleased, and he 
alone — ^Virtue renders his spirit quiet, nothing 
troubles him, nothing 'disquiets him, because he 
practises not virtue for a reward—the practice 
of virtue is the sole recompense be expects. 

The natural light, is only a perpetual con- 
formity of our soul with the laws of heaven — 
men never can lose this light. It is true, that 
the heart of man being inconstant and wavering, 
it is sometimes covered over with so many 
clouds, that it seems wholly extinguished* The 
wise man experiences it himself; for he may 
&11 into small errors and commit lig^t offences : 
yet the. man cannot be virtuous, while he is in 
this state ; it would be a contradiction to say 
it." 

Menu, who lived near a thousand years be- 
fore the Christian era, and who is looked upon 
in Indostani aa Confucius in China ) kftbeUnd 



liim writings which form the basis of the Hin- 
doo law; they were translated by William 
Jones, and the author of his life, speaking of 
them says, " that a spirit of sublime devotion, 
of benevolence to mankind, and of amiable ten- 
derness to all creatures, pervades the whole 
work, and that the sentiments of independence 
upon all beings but God are truly noble. And 
the many panegyrics upon Gayatrr, the mother 
as it is called of the Veda, prove the author to 
have adored, not the visible sun, but that divine 
and greater light, to use the words of the most 
venerable Indian scripture, " which illumines 
all, deiights all, from whirfi all proceed, to 
which all must return, and which can alone ir- 
radiate." 

In what Christian country can we find a more 
pointed and explicit public recognition of the 
Divine law in man, than that contained in the 
following address, which the judges in the Hin- 
doo courts, are directed to make to the witness ? 

I " The soul itself i% its own witness : the soul 
itself is its owti refuge : offend not thy conscious 
soul, the supreme internal Avitness of man ! The 
sinful have said in their hearts, none see us ; 

j yes the gods distinctly see them, and so does 

I the spirit within their breasts."* 

^^^^^^ ' GrxliaTTi'^ I.eitcr^. 
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As in Asia to in the western Hemisphere^ 
the same eternal principle is every where spoken 
of and acknowledged. — The American Indian$ 
have had no writers among them, to leave be- 
hind them records of the feelings of other times ; 
they have been considered as more the children 
of nature, than almost any other people; yet in 
our intercourse with them, they always refer to 
the agency of the '^ Great Spirit ;" and it is do- 
ing them only common justice to say, that ma- 
ny of those virtues which are thought to adorn 
the Christian character, are more conspicuous- 
ly displayed among them, than in most civilized 
nations. General Wilkinson, whose long offi. 
eial intercourse with the Indians, is well known, 
has stated, that he never knew them first to 
break a treaty; the aggression always com. 
menced with white men. 

Heckewelder who resided forty years among 
the Indians, commends in high terms their pro* 
bity and justice ; he states that they consider 
themselves to be a purer race of people than the 
whites ; that they say, " the}*^ have no need of 
any book to teach them the will of their maker, 
they find it engraved on tlieir own hearts^ 
they have had sufficient discernment given 
them to distinguish good from evil, and that 
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by folloiving that guide they are sure not tu 
err."* 

But though I have stated the sentiments of a 
few men, and coidd produce many others, I 
am so far from appealing to them as any autho- 
rity, that I believe, dwelling upon their testimo- 
ny, for the knowledge of revelation, would 
tend to divert the mind from that evidence, 
which alone can bring conviction of it. I ap- 
peal not to books or men, but to the feelings 
witliin the breasu Where is the person that 
can saj', that he has not been sliown good from 
evil by intuitive feelings. To attempt to prove 
that the principle exists within lis, would be, 
to unbiassed minds, as unnecessary as to prove 
that God exists without us — and because it is 
obscured by our selfish feelings, it is no more 
proof of its non-existence, than that the sun 
does not shine, because we do not always see 
it; yet such is the prevalence of priest-craft j':. 
and in this term I never mean to refer to the 
contrivances of those called priests in particu- 
lar, but to everj' scheme which does, in princi- 
ple or fact, attempt to beguile men, by divert- 
ing them from the simplicity of that religion, 
which is pure and spiritual ; to the Bible or any 

• HiBtoiicslsiulLilewry TnnsacUons. 



J 



3d 

other thing, as the rule of their lives— -it is not 
men that I am speaking of, but principles. 

The Christians have their Bible, the Mdio- 
medans their Koran, the Hindoo the writings of 
Menu and their own Scriptures, and the Chi* 
nese the precepts of Confucius : they all have 
their particular merits, and so far as each may 
have its basis in the unchangable and everlast* 
inff truth, they are entitled to the same cond* 
deration; and it is no tvi^cxtraondinary that 
one people should pay divine honours to the Ko* 
ran, than another to the Bible, 

The Bible is one of the great Idols of Chris- 
tians, no man that keeps a single eye unto God, 
can look upon it as a rule of life; in proporticm 
as it is exalted in the minds of men, it holds the 
place of the principle of eternal truth ; it usurps 
the place of God, it fills his throne, and takes his 
glory — The Bible is in no manner or way what- 
ever, a-ppHHf^ rule for the life of nian ; it never 
was designed as such, and is perverted from its 
only proper use, when it is made so. I have no 
wish to derogate from its real merits ; as the re- 
cord of the sentiments of pious men, it is entitled 
to respectful attenticm; but the real and true use 
of the Bible, is to lead men to the light : when 
it ceases to do this, it is an Idol indeed, and 
from which the pious man would as certainly 



turn away, as from an image of s^one or wood. 
In itseli it is imperfect — as a record incom- 
plete — asjHivd^MadHit rule of faith of no au- 
thority. 

It is not to disturb the feelings of any one, 
who has placed his faith in the Bible, nor is it 
to call in question either the truth or the excel- 
lency of many of the sentiments contained in it, 
that I thus write ; but to declare the sincere 
convictions of my own heart, that it is not a cer- 
tain immovable touchstone of Truth, but an 
" unateadfast standard which men pluck to 
pieces as they please, and make meanings 
of, to suit their own purposes." If we consi- 
der that the Bible has gone through thousands 
of different versions; that every nation have 
agreed in the necessity of making comments to 
illustrate its doctrines ; that they were some- 
times interlined, and sometimes mingled with 
the test ; we can readily perceive, wliy fifty- 
four translators were deemed necessary, to pro- 
duce our present version. The rules which 
king James gave them, " to be most carefully 
observed" in their work, carry the idea of im- 
perfections with them; *' that the Bishop's Bi- 
ble be followed and as littJe altered as the origi- 
nal will permit, the old ecclesiastical words to 
be kept, as the word church not to be trans- 
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tated congregation, &c. that in cases of doubt, 
the differences to be compounded.^' 

Dr. Clarke, the most erudite commentator 
of the present day, after speaking of the gene- 
ral correctness of the translation, says, he had 
found it necessary to re-examine all the Italics, 
or words not in the original, but put in to 
accommodate the idioms of the Greek and -He- 
brew to the English ; in tliese, he says, ** I 
found gross corruptions, particularly where 
they have been changed for Roman characters, 
whereby words have been attributed to God 
which he never spoke.*' 

It is incomplete as a record, not only because 
its chronology is confessedly defective, but 
that a number of books referred to in the text, 
are altogether wanting. But though ample ma- 
terials are at hand, by which I could much more 
fully illustrate its many inaccuracies, yet I for- 
bear. It would indeed be a for more pleasing 
task, to point to the excellency of the maxims 
which it contains, and leave its faults : but 
while there are so many disposed to treat it as 
a test of &ith and practice ; and others to call it 
the word of God, it has appeared right for me 
to say enough clearly to draw this conclusion, 
that a thing so imperfect cannot be a rule for 
the Faith of any man; and it will also follow, 



that there must be some other standard of truth, 
by which the conduct of the lives of account- 
iible creatures is to be regulated, or else there 
is no standard at all ; an alternative which no 
feeling mind will be willing to adopt ; and this 
standard can be no other than the Light of 
Truth shining in the soul of each individual, 
and to which alone each is accountable. 

John Hunter who was domesticated among 
the Indians, and possessed an opportunity of 
knowing them fully ; gives them a character for 
integrity and virtue, far better than that of the 
ivhite man. We have never heard of their be- 
ing divided in sects, or persecuting each other 
for the formula of religion — they have no out- 
ward test of faith, yet he says they daily pay 
their adorations to the Great Spirit. The case 
\vith Christians is totally different — they have 
an outward test of faith — are divided into innu- 
merable sects and parties — and employ a con- 
siderable part of their lives in establjshing their 
own forms, and finding fault with other men; 
and with many of them, worship is supposed to 
be located in houses made of wood and stone ! 
and all this appears to have taken its origin 
from an abuse of that book which wc call the 
Bible. From it, contentions have arisen, not 
only between different aociclies, but among 
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luembers of the same society ; which have often 
ended in the most violent animosities and blood- 
shed-!-man has been arrayed against his fellow- 
man, and the loss of thousands of lives, JMve 
evidenced the falsity of a religion founded upon 
an outward test. 

The most extravagant interpretations of 
scripture, are supported by plausible ^gu* 
ments ; and each votary of the Bible, assuming 
the idea that each and every part of it is true, 
feels himself bound as far as he can do it| to re- 
concile the most contradictory passages, often 
by the violation of truth itself. 

The Bible is the standard, and every tlung is 
to be brought to its tribunal to be judged; qay 
even those passages on the meaning of w^ich 
men cannot agree, are forced from tl|eir.trve» 
real and spiritual meaning, wd made ^e b^s^s 
of the creeds and ceremonies which are esti^ 
blished among those called Christians ; so that 
probably there is no one of all the various sects, 
but what has received as a certain and inva- 
riable standard of doctrine some one, or more 
of them, to the interpretation of which no other 
sect will agree ; and which are felt by every 
feeling, pious mind, to be at variance with the 
principle of vital religion. The case is the 
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same hi other countries. 'J'be sacred books 
the Hindoos, which lay claim to ihe greatest 
tiquity, have been the cause of great diversities 
of views ; and the Hindoos, and the, beiiev 
in the Koran, are each divided into numerous 
sects as well as Christians ; and all show their 
authority for their respective practices. 

The books of the Veda, "as expressly recog- 
nize but one supreme intelligence us our scrip- 
tures, to whom alone all arc accountable." Yet 
from an abuse of their sentiments, as is stated 
in a work translated froiu the Bengalese,* and 
lately printed in Caiciuta, has been derived the 
practice of burning vvidoi^s on the fimeral pile of 
their deceased husbands j and Ranimohun Royf 
expressly says, tliat the tvorship of Idols in Hin- 
dostan, is derived from the allegorical passages 
in the Hindoo Scriptures. 

The abuse of the scriptures in Christian coun- 
tries, as they are called, is equally apparent ; if il 
suits men to set up a visible head of the church — 
to ordain and pay men to preach and to pray 
for them — to establish inquisitions and religi- 
ous synods, to exercise a power over the con- 
sciences of their fellow creatures ; — to reconcile 
the most deadly forms, nay even to administer 

• See Conference on burnin(f Widows, 
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oaths, to swear, or to fight ; all these things^ 
and niany other mcdnsisteneies, are supported 
for Christian practice, from. particular parta of 
not only the Old, but the New Testament; so 
that whether for a rule of feith or practice, the 
Bible will be found to be ^ a mere nose of 
wax,'* " a Lesbian rule" which men may cut 
and carve, and mould as best pleases them.** 

These sentiments are not new, they were 
boldly advanced in Ae seventeenth century, by 
an enlightened and pious man ; but such is the 
estimation in which most of the high professors 
in religion now hold the Bible, that no man, 
who was not nused entirely above the lo%'e of 
their afiections, or the fear of their frowns, 
would venture to repeat them, or to speak the 
simple truth respecting it. Formeriy the case 
was di&rent. Great precaution was used ii> 
publishing the scriptures, it was made death in 
the reign of Henry Sth, for common people to 
read them, and copies of them were only al- 
lowed at a much later period in some of the 
churches, and were there affixed by a chain ; 
and by royal authority it was decreed, that they 
should be read ^* moderate^, «id not for strife;'* 
a law was afterwards mad^, to prohibit all but 
l^tlemen wdA merchants from perusing thrn ; 
in the preamble h is stirted, ** that many sedk 



tious and ignorant persons had abused the li- 
berty granted them for reading ihe Bible, and 
that great diversity of opinion, animosities, tu- 
mults, and schisms had been occasioned by 
perverting ttie sense of the scriptures."* 

In taking a more enlarged view of those na- 
tions which have had the Bible, and stem to 
consider themselves as the peculiar objects of 
Divine regard, if it were not for the assurance 
of the truth and im<i» Ha Biy of the religion of 
Jesus Christ; I might bUish that I was a white 
man, or a Christian. Oppression and blood- 
shed have marked their footsteps in every 
quarter of the world; and it would be difficult 
to say whether the poison of their deadly touch, 
had been most sensibly fcit, by the simple in- 
habitants of Asia, Africa or America. — " Leave 
us to ourselves," is the emphatic language of 
every people, where their feet have trod, " your 
friendship is deceitful, your smiles are artifices;" 
and yet missionaries go among them to labour to 
convert them to what they call Christianity ! — 
A sword is held in one hand and ibe Bible in 
the other. Can there be a greater infatuation? 

" White men would always be telling us," 
says the Indian, as recorded by Heckewelder, 
** of the great Book which God has given to 

■ Humes hi^t^ of Bng^niL 
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them, they would persuade us tliat every man 
ivas good who believed in what the Book said» 
and every man was bad, who did not believe in 
iL They told us a great many things, which 
they said were written in the good Book, and 
wanted us to believe it all. We would proba- 
bly have done so^ if we had seen them practise 
what they pretended to believe, and act according 
to the good words which they told us. But no ! 
while they held their big Book in one hand, ia 
the other they had m.urderous weapons, guns 
and swords, wherewith to kill us poor Indians! 
Ah ! and they did so too, they killed those who 
telle ved in their Book, as well as those who did 
not. They made no distinction. !''* 

It is not only the Bible, but other books are 
referred to, as standards of faith. They may 
be objects of curiosity, as showing the senti- 
ments and feelings of men of other times ; but 
all books are to be placed upon the same foot- 
ing, and any confidence in them may shew us 
where our faith is ; every hope in them pro- 
ceeds from a want of confidence in the power 
of God ; a religion that is founded upon books, 
b no religion at all. 

Neither is example any thing — ^followkig the 
most holy, men^ cannot make us holy, nor do 

and litcnry Trmnctionw. 
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ought towards cfTecting our righteousness; for 
as sin is in the mindt so is salvatitin there. It 
is there tlie work must begin, and there it must 
be accomplished. " If thine eye be single, thy 
whole body shall be full of light," but the eye 
is not single that is looking upon books or 
men — even upon the outward conduct of so 
righteous a person as Jesus Christ as a pattern, 
and inasmuch as we do so, we fomi to ourselves 
an idol, which we worship instead of God. 

So far from denying the divinity of Christ, 
I have the most assured belief of it ; but he was 
made divine, as all men must be, by his obe- 
dience to the power of God which dwxit in him, 
lie was made •' perfect through suffering," and 
nothing suffered but those feelings, which he 
had in common with the whole human family — 
It would be presumptuous to attempt to follow 
his footsteps, or adopt his sentiments, exc:ilent 
as they may be, but by and through the con- 
victions of our own minds, which would make 
them also true to us. 

No part of the ministry of Christ was more 
pure, than where he directed his followers from 
himself unto God; telling- them that " he that 
believelh on me, believeth not on me^ but on 
him that sent me," John sii. 44, and this ap- 
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pears to have been the whole drift of his mi- 
nistr}r\ There is no true belief in Christ, that 
is founded on his. birth^ miracles, death, or re- 
surrection ; it is only by a unity in the one 
spirit with him, in which we become his bre- 
thren, co-heirs with him, tliat we truly know, 
that he was indeed the son of God. Whoso- 
ever shall do the will of God, the same is my 
brother, and my sister and mother/' Mark iii« 35. 
I well know how much mankind are looking 
to the outward and corporeal body of Christ ; 
professing to have a dependance upon his inter- 
cession for them at the throne of the Father ; 
and upon his blood, shed upon the cross; some 
as washing away their sins, and others, as the 
means the infinite and merciful Jehovah has 
made use of, to give salvation to man ! ! Such 
outward views, I may term ridiculous, without 
feeling* disposed to ridicule any serious subject ; 
but truly, I do not know any better word to 
make use of. — If they be true, it will follow 
that Judas who betrayed Jesus, and the Jews 
who nailed him to the cross, have all been in- 
struments of our salvation ! Pontius Pilate who 
delivered him up to be crucified, should be 
hailed as that man, who most of all contributed 
to effect the salvation of his fellow creatures! 
Surely the feelings of Pilate must have decciv* 
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cd him, when lie appeared ready to give Bar- 
rabas to be crucified, and release Jesus ; and of 
Judas, when, unable to bear the convictions of 
his own mind, he went away and hung himself! 

There are those, who while they would speak 
of the errors of Pontius, and of Judas, yet hail 
the death of Jesus, as the most glorious and 
auspicious event ; — as die means which God 
has appointed to give salvation to man ! Let 
me ask them, what would have been the result, 
if there had been no wicked men to put him to 
death ? If Bii»t had really set him free ? the 
answer would be like their belief, full of incon- 
sistencies — that this coidd not have happened, 
because the means were appointed to the end — 
A faith that so far takes away the free agency 
of man, as to make him the actor in blood and 
murder, because this is the fate that is decreed 
to him; is unworthy the consideration of a ra. 
tional and intelligent mind. The simple truth 
is, that the death of Jesus has no more con- 
nexion with our salvation, except as his exam- 
ple is followed from internal conviction, and 
obedience to the Divine Principle, than the death 
of any other righteous man, or even than that 
of an unintelligent creature. 

It was not the flesh and blood of Jesus that 
was the Saviour, but the power of God which 
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dwelt in him, which dwells iii us : the one uni- 
versal spirit which is omnipresent and etemsd-i 
and which is the only proper rule for our lives'; 
because it is the universal principle of salva- 
tion, the world over— ^-this is truly our Saviour : 
because, it alone can save from sin, and is 116 
more to be worshipped in Jesus Christ than in 
any other righteous and holy man. 

Piul^says, that ** though we have known 
Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth, know 
we him no more."* And Jesus, " it is expe- 
dient for you that I go away, for if I go not away 
the Comforter will not come unto you,'*t They 
both saw, that the eyes of men were directed 
outward; aiid whenever it is so, Christ be- 
comes a stumbling block and a rock of offence. 
There can be no full belief in the Divinity of 
Christ, that is founded on any outward thing ; 
and as the mind comes to be introduced into the 
spiritual nature of the kingdom of Heaven, it 
knows Christ no more after the flesh ; but in 
the power of an endless life ; being united unto 
him as brethren of one common family : having 
and believing in the Father, we have also the 
Son, and believe in him ; or in other words, in 
the power of God which dwelt in him ; this 
was that power that made the world ; by it 
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jesub did all tlic mighty works whicli are re- 
corded of him; and in a perfect union with it, 
kneiv that all power was given to him in hea- 
ven and in earth. There is no truth which ap- 
plies to Jesus, but what applies to every other 
man in the dame state of holiness that he was 
iiij a state which appears to be adapted and 
designed for eveiy child of Adam, 

jSlany Christians pretend to wonder that tlie 
Jews do not believe in Jesus Chriet as they do; 
as his coming was in accordance with pro- 
phecy; but they in reply, say that those pro- 
pheci( s refer no more to one person than ano- 
ther, and defy their opponents tc show that 
they do. Yet still they continue to apply every 
thing to one partlculai" person, whom they c:ill 
second in the trinity. And it is only those, 
from whose eyes the veil is rent, that without 
any critical knowledge of tlic Bible, believe 
that the prophecies which are thought to apply 
to Jesus, apply to the principle rather than to 
the man ; and tliat all that is said of Jesus 
Christ must be true to every one that lives in 
the power of the principle. For although there 
may be passages as, " I am the door, by me if 
any man enter in, he shall be saved. John x. 
9. I am the vine and ye are the branches:" 
yet all tliese things are spoken of that principle 
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which is the word ** which was in the begin- 
ning with God, and which was God." As Je* 
sus said upon another occasion, *^ the words 
tihiat I speak unto you they are spirit and they 
are life/' — " it is the spirit that quickeneth, the 
flesh profiteth nothing." And again, " I'he 
words that I speak unto you, I speak not of my- 
self, but the Father that dwelleth in me he do- 
€th the work." John xiv. 10. These passages 
must apply to the divine principle, for nothing 
else can save us from sin but the power of God, 
sinless we become Polytheists and believe that 
there are more Gods th^n one. 

Some contend that the Power and Form are 
not to be separated ; if so, then has God been 
reviled, spit upon, bufietted, and finally cruci- 
16ed by sinful men ; than which nothing can be 
more inconsistent with every rational feeling. 

Many are the absurdities into which men are 
led, who look outward rather than inward, for 
the Divinity of Christ. None can ever fully 
know that Jesus was the son of God, but by 
knowing themselves to be such. 

"All who are led by the spirit of God are sons 
of God." And it is alone in this power of son- 
ship, that full perception of the Divinity of 
Christ can be had: this is no mystery, but 
consistent with the plainest doctrines of scrip. 
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turc : and the man who is as perfectly redeem- 
ed from the pollutions of humanity as Jesus 
Christ was, I believe to be as miioh and as tru- 
ly, the son of God as ever he was. 

It was the humanity of Christ that was tempt- 
ed — it was that which suffered in the garden — ■ 
it was that which prayed, *' suffer this cup to 
pass from me," we every where trace the feci- 
ftigs of a man ; and see throughout, a remarka- 
ble manifestation of that power which made him 
divine. 

I meddle not with the account which we have 
of the birth and conception of Jesus. Whether 
it is true or not has no relation to us; and inas- 
much as we rely upon it to prove his Divinity, 
we never can truly and effectually believe in it. 
The operations of nature in the production of 
animal life, arc altogether incomprehensible ; 
and if men were usually born as it is said Jesus 
was; every other way would be considered 
equally estraordinaiy as that which is given of 
him. " With God all things are possible!" 

There are different geneologjcs recorded of 
Jesus : be is spoken of in more than one place 
in scripture, as the son of Joseph; and it is 
well known tliat many pious men believe that 
he was so. Suppose it could be proved that 
he really was; it would not in the smallest de- 
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gree, change any true faith in his Divinitj- 2 be- 
cause it is founded on a different basis: while 
indeed a belief that has its origin in outward 
circumstances, must change or come to an end 
with them. 

Miserable indeed must be our conceptions of 
the Divinity of Christ, when we are leaving th^- 
only certain evidence that we can have of it, to 
dispute about the manner of his birth, his death, 
or resurrection. 

A dependance upon outward sacrifices origi- 
nated in the darkest ages of superstition : though 
different animals were sacrificed in different 
countries ; yet one general ceremony was every 
where observed ; of praying the Gods to divert 
every calamity upon the head of the victim; and 
hence the death of Christ is called the great atone, 
ment. It is believed in, by those who hold 
fast to the traditions of the fathers, which have 
been handed down from one generation to ano- 
ther ; but where is the unbiassed mind that can 
suppose that we are to look to an outward 
Christ, or to any act done without us, as an 
atonement for our sins ? where is the individu- 
al who has found one solitary sin removed by 
the atoning blood of Christ shed upon the cross? 
Such ideas can hardly be seriously entertained, 
and yet it is the professed belief of many nun. 



'I'lie time will probably come, when the know- 
i ledge tliLit such views ever did exist, will be 
confined to the pages of history. 

The sentiments that I have given upon the 
subject, will be viewed very differently by dif- 
ferent men ; we ca:inot see alike, but through 
the same medium of vision ; some may call 
them Deistical, Unitiirian, and others perhaps 
blasphemous. None can believe them, but 
those w'ho ha\-e had every outward support 
taken from thcra, ilnd come to feel that reliance 
is not to be placed therein. 

Just in proportion as the views of men are 
outward, will they be ready to judge those 
which are of a contrary nature, nothing else can 
be expected ; tjicy have not seen or understood, 
therefore they cannot believe even though they 
should wish to do so. And though there may 
be but few that can go the full length that I have 
done; yet there are many who partly believe 
these views to be true : the s;ime power that has 
partially opened their eyes can alone effectually 
do it, and they will then see that not only part- 
ly, but wholly and altogetlier, the kingdom of 
Christ is a spiritual kingdom ; and that no out- 
ward hope or dependancc can introduce them 
into it. 

Seeing then, that an outward belief in the 
e2 
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scriptures— or the precepts or example of 
Christy neither is, nor can be a perfect rule to 
walk by; we must look for it. else where ; and 
and we shall look in vain, but in our own souls. 
I wish not to speak of individual men or so- 
cieties ; but.it is not too much to say, tliat there 
is no sect of professing Christians, that believe 
that in the heart alone, is the test and touchstone 
of ftedth; examine the gravest authors in each so* 
ciety, such as are approved and recommended, 
and we every where see, that their faith is to be 
brought to the tribunal of the scriptures to be 
judged: though some of them say in words, 
that they are not the word of God ; yet in reali- 
ty they make them so ; they bring that which 
they say is the word of God, to be judged by 
Aat which they declare not to be the word of 
God! Singular as this contradiction may ap- 
pear, yet it is literally and exactly true ! Do 
such not make the scriptures, the infallible 
word of God ? I believe they do, as effectually 
as if they confessed it in words : they call them 
the scriptures of truth, every thing is referred 
to them: but like the Delphic Oracle, many of 
the questions they answer are still left uncer- 
tain ; — men may understand their language as 
they please ; hence the origin of most of the 
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controversies on religious subjects amongst Bi- 
ble Chriilians. 

Ji' their language was less ambiguous, there 
would be less controversy — biit it serves to 
amuse men: Those that come to the principle 
of truth within themselves, know, that in that 
alone is l!ie fuhiess of joy and peace. 

There is less essential difl'erence, either be- 
tween the different sects of Christians, or those 
in the heathen world, as to the real spirituality 
of the sentiments approved by them as bodies 
of men, th;in there appears to be ; their modes 
of expression are difi'erent ; but analize them — 
strip them of their exterior appearance, — and 
ihcy are much the same — they worship difierent 
idols, iiave different forms and ceremonies ; 
can see phiinly the errors of each other, while 
their eyes are closed to their own. But in 
making this asseition I may repeat what I have 
before said, that it is not words that makes a 
true Christiiui. No doubt there are many indi- 
viduals in every sect, who while tliey subscribe 
to the formula that is ordained, bow to the idols 
that ate worshipped, confess, in words, to the 
atoning blood of a visible Christ ; have yet no 
real faith in them, h was the same in ancient 
times. Plutarch, as quoted by RoUin, speaks 
thus of the image worship of former ages. 
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** Philosophers honour the image of God 
wherever they find it, even in inanimate beings, 
and consequently more in those which have 
life. We are therefore to approve, not the wor- 
shippers of these animals, but those who, by 
their means, ascend to the Deity ; they arc to 
be considered as so many mirrors which nature 
holds forth, and in which the Supreme Being 
displays himself in a wonderful manner ; or, as 
so many instruments, which he makes use of, 
to manifest outwardlj*^, his incomprehensible 
wisdom. Should men therefore, for the embel- 
lishing of statues, amass together all the gold 
and precious stones in the world, the worship 
must not be referred to the statues, for the Deity 
does not exist in colours, artfully disposed, nor 
in frail matter destitute of sense and motion." 

A late writer on Hindoo mythology, says, 
^* that though the numerous titles of the Deity 
are all referable te the sun, yet it is only consi- 
dered as a type of that divine intellect, which 
pervades all things.'* The same writer quotes 
the following among other texts from the Ve- 
da. *' That being from which these created 
beings proceed; through which having pro- 
ceeded firom, they live: toward which they 
tend ; and in which they are ultimately absorb- 



ed ; that spirit study to know ; that spirit is the 
great one."* 

Is there ni>y thing in all this very different 
from what we witness in the Christian world ? 
The idolatry of one people is more open, in 
another more disguised ; but the same thing 
intrinsically prevails — the same principles are 
apparent throughout the human family. Just 
so far as men come to know God manifested in 
their own flesh, they cease to make idols. The 
flesh and blood of Jesus is an idol; some sects 
make a visible image of it ; others, one in the 
mind, and call it their Saviour, when it is no 
more so, than the crocodiles of Egypt, or the 
sun that is worshipped in Hindostan. 

The propriety of image worship was long a 
matter of dispute in the early ages of Christen- 
dom — the overthrow of images was attempted 
in, vain. Among the first that was attacked, 
was a brazen statue of Jesus — the ladders that 
were raised against it, were thrown down; and 
it was declared that minor sins could be more 
easily pardoned, than failing of prostration at 
the shrine of the ^ints. 

We witness the same feelings at the present 
day, in all the sects of Christians; an outcry of 
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Deism, is raised against any one who refuses to 
bow to a visible Christ ; and the language of 
eonduct every where speaks to us — ** we will 
overlook your minor sins, but you must sub- 
scribe to our forms and bow down to our 
images." And yet these sects are composed of 
men, who, blinded to their own idolatry, un- 
dertake the overthrow of that of other nations ! 

There must be idolatry where the true God 
IS unknown; from the same cause the same ef- 
fect proceeds; and all the profession in the 
world cannot change it : men may acknowledge 
the spirituality of the Christian religion, but 
this can no more turn them from idolatry, than 
it can dry up the waters of the ocean : as the 
tree so will be the finiit; the aspect may be dif- 
ferent, but the reality is the same ; and whether 
it manifests itself in worshipping the sun, moon^ 
or stars, the beasts of the field or the fowls of 
the air, in depending upon a body of flesh and 
blood, upon the Bible, or any other thing; it is 
alike idolatry. Nay every hope that is placed 
upon them is a robbery of Gcd. The conclu- 
sion will naturally be, by those who believe these 
sentiments, that idolatry is deeply rooted among 
men, and such is surely the fact: but I only 
write truths, which have been made manifest in 
my own mind, without judging or condemning 
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any nilan or set of men. With their sins I have 
nothing to do. 

There is a state of existence, in which there 
is no looking to the creature, to find the Cre- 
ator. 

" From Nature up to Nature's God." 

But the power of God is first, then the crea- 
tures, and this is not idolatry. 

But to return to my subject, with all the su- 
pferiority that Christians assume, we meet with 
no one sect of them, whose principles come up 
to the high standard recorded of Plato, the hea- 
then philosopher, and his followers, of ** loving 
God for his own sake." Go into those houses 
called places of worship, and listen to the dis- 
courses which are delivered ; almost every ser- 
mon begins and ends in selfishness; if happiness 
can be attained all is well ; so that I am some- 
timt* s ready to believe, that the mouth which 
now blesses would curse if Heaven was to be 
reached thereby ; they attempt to make condi- 
tions with their Maker ; and quote as true reli- 
gion the sentiment which is recorded of Jacob. 
" If God will be with me, and will keep me in 
this way that I go, and will give me bread to 
eat and raiment to put on, so that I come 
again to my father's house in peace ; then shall 
the Lord be mjr God." Gen. xviii. 20, 2i. 
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Men may use language different from wliat they 
exactly mean, but if we credit what our 
preachers say, we cannot believe that they 
realize a pure disinterested love of God, but 
that in their view the prize of eternal life is to 
sway the virtue of men. 

Let us query whether real virtue can spring 
from self love ? whether any thing can deserve 
the name which is founded either on tlie hopes 
of reward or the fear of punishment ? It is well 
known that in weighing actions between men, 
nothing is considered pure but what springs 
from a disinterested motive. 

I have alread}'^ alluded to the Hindoo scrip- 
tures, and though tlieir pages contain things 
which cannot be identified witli pure religion, 
and which taken literally, have, like our own 
Bible, given rise to the most absurd practices ; 
yet many passages which I have seen quoted 
from them, upon the subject under considera- 
tion, show great purity of doctrine respecting it. 
I select the following. 

" Works performed, except for die sake of 
God, only entangle the soul. Therefore, O 
Urjoon, forsaking desire, perform works with a 
view to please God.** 

** The person who performs works without 
desire of fruition, directing his mind to God* 
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<fctaJnb tturnal rest, and the person who is de- 
voted to fruition, aiid performs works with de- 
sire, he is indeed inextricably involved." 

" Oh Urjoon, rites performed for the sake of 
fruition, are degraded far below works done 
without desire, which lead to the acquisition of 
the knowledge of God. Therefore, perform 
thou works without desire of fruition, with a 
view of acquiring divine knowledge. Those 
who perform works for the sake of fruition, are 
most debased." 

" It is my firm opinion, that works are to be 
performed, forsaking their consequences, and 
the prospect of their fruits."* 

It is stated, that one of the most virtuous 
women of latter limes, declared, that she was 
as ready to go to Hell as to Heaven, if that was 
consistent with the Divine will! in her the re- 
compense of reward, was absorbed in her per- 
feet love ofher heavenly Father, and confidence 
that whatever was dispensed to her would be 
right ; and this is the state of every truly re- 
deemed mind. It is not a state of simple resigna- 
tion, but a state of confidence, in which resig- 
nation is at an end, because there is nothing to 
resign. Other ancient philosophers besides 
Plato, taught this pure doctrine of perfect confi- 

* Second Conference, p. 6 Kid 7. 
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dcnce ; that men should not only be resigned 
to the will of the Gods, but should rejoice 
therein, \rfiether in pleasure or in pain; the 
death of children, or of the nearest and dearest 
friends, was to be viewed as the manifestation 
of that superior wisdom, which was alike per- 
fect in all its operations. One of them makes 
this appeal — ** O world, all things are suitable 
to me, which are suitable to thee. Nothing .is 
too early or too late to me, which is reasonable 
for thee. All is fruit to me which thy seascms 
bring forth. From thee are all tilings ; in thee 
are all things ; for thee are all things. One 
man says, O beloved city of Cecrops... Wilt 
thou not say, O beloved city of God ?** 

The eternal evidence of truth has operated 
alike, in every age of the world, pointing men 
to perfection ; and every where the natural ap- 
petites are leading to their own gratification. It 
is not assumed that the ancients were better 
either in their principles or practice, than those 
of succeeding generations ; but it is sufficient 
to show, that the increase of virtue, has never 
been dependant upon outward circumstances ; 
that though some men may call themseh^es 
Christians, and others Infidels ; they are neither 
better nor worse for bearing those titles. 

The parallel could be made very perfect be- 



twten men of every age and nation, by what- 
ever name they may be called, or however high 
their profession. There is but little difference 
Ijetween the different sects of Christians ; they 
are all subject to ordinances which perish with 
the using ; some of one form, and some of ano- 
ther. Some baptise ; some sprinkle with wa- 
ter J some partake of the typical body of Christ; 
seme put on what they term a plain dress; some 
wash each others feet : llkcy all plead scripture 
authority ; but what is most inconsistent, each 
sect finds fault with those which it docs not it- 
Self adopt. 

All men arc subject to ordinances, who take 
the Bible for the rule of their conduct ; for what 
are ordinances but those things which are or- 
dained; and whether tliey have been written 
since the promulgation of the scriptures ; con- 
tained in books or creeds, they are precisely of 
the same nature, tJiough one may specify one 
thing and another anotherj they all tend to ido- 
latry, by putting written rules in the place of 
that power, which ought alone to rule and to 
reign in the hearts of the children of men — 
they s^ the foundation of liberty of conscience, 
by prescribing %\'hal men shall do : and as these 
rules and ordinances do exist in every sect, so 
we find that there is not, perhaps, one indivi- 
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dual of them, M^hich either in practice or prin- 
ciple, allow that the most honest and virtuous, 
^should be goveroed by the sincere convic- 
tions of their own minds, even in those 
things which injure in no way, either the peace 
pf society in general^ or of their fellow members 
in particular. 

Liberty of conscience is but a name, where 
there are written rules of conduct : and those 
who undertak'e to defend both, are led into ex* 
traordjnary contradictions and inconsistencies. 
Thus we find those champions who most sea- 
lously defended liberty of conscience, when the 
tide turned, and they undertook to make roles 
for the religious conduct of other men, were led 
into the dilemma of pulling do^vn what they 
had been buUding up : but in order to save ap- 
pearancesi or perhaps from not seeing their real 
condition, they called themselves the true 
church, assumed the power of vicegerents of 
Heaven, and usurped the authority of inter, 
fering between God and man. 

Written rules for the conduct of men in their 
religious duties, proceed from the weakness of 
human nature, which confides rather in them, 
than in the power of divine love — a fear exists 
for some darling idol, and they are the conse- 
quences of it ; as confidence increases in them. 



societies nataniHy sink lower and lower, till 
they cease to be religious societies altogether. 
For what is religion hut a dependance upon 
God ? and when men depend upon lower ob- 
jects, in the sviiiie degree religion ceasts, and a 
formal profession takes the place of it, which 
Ims them for its basis — to them evcrj' thing is 
referred, and by them every thing is judged — 
if things go on in correspondence with them, all 
is well, and whoever transgresses them, is vi- 
sited with the anathemas of the sect, without 
regard to the real good or evil of their actions; 
liecause being limited by them, which is the on- 
ly object of rules at all, they can be no longer 
subject to God — thus written ordinances, hold 
the supreme place, their pale encloses all order, 
and limitations for the conduct of men, in refe. 
rence to the Divine Being. They become idols 
that are fondly cherished, and those feelings, 
which Divine goodness has placed in our hearts 
arc sacrificed to their preservation. 

This is no picture, but unvarnished truth, 
and the enlightened mind must be convinced 
of it. Observe the conduct of Prostestant 
societies, do we not see in them the operations 
of the same feelings, that appear to exist in 
what is termed " the mother church?" though 
no formal inquisition ia tolerated, yej the loss of 
r2 
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personal libert}% fines and imprisonment have 
been the consequences of a deviation from writ- 
ten rules; even among those who most of all 
profess to be clear of ordinances, and to be led 
and guided by the unerring spirit of truth ! 

The mind that has been enlightened to see 
its own natural state, may view there, the seed 
of every species of vice that exists in the world ; 
as it is nourished it becomes a plant : so in each 
society as it is separated from the one standard 
of all truth ; it nourishes the evils which are in* 
cident to every other. And the fact is not so 
extraordinary, as that each should profess to be 
the true church, and assume priveleges which 
belong thereto-— however disguised the same 
features are recognised in all. It is not alone 
in their common idolatry, in their being sub- 
ject to ordinances, and denying liberty of con- 
science, that we detect them ; they all pay 
priests wages ; all recur to the law as an ulterior 
resort, to support what they call their religious 
rights \ all concur in attempting to give men re- 
ligious education ; all depart so far from the 
^irituality of the Christian religion, as to ap- 
point set times and places for the performanee 
of divine worship. 

I ioel myself at liberty to attempt no more 
than ai^eneral view of die truth d[ my asset- 
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lions, uithout descending into particulars ; for 

I as 1 hiive already said, the knowledge of their 
reality must come from internal conviction ; 
without this, any effort to believe, would be 
useless. 

It can hardly be supposed, that the stipend of 
a iittic money, is the only, or even the principal 
object of those who receive it, for preaching 

f and praying for their fellow-men. The ap- 

* plause and approbation thai is incident to their 
situation as public teachers — the superior re- 
spect that is shewn ihem, and the estimation in 
which they are held, is often a recompense dearer 
than this ; for although it may be certain, that 
very little applause or respect may follow many 
of them, yet the general observation is true, 
that more is bestowed on tliem, than they would 
be considered entitled to, as laymen, in private 
life. If I could see any society that placed 
their public preachers on the footing they ought 
to stand — as members of the common family — 

i 1 would pass over the conduct of individuals, 
and confess, that that one paid no priests wa- 
ges ; but on the contrary they are privileged 
men; they are excused from services which 
othera of perhaps greater godliness are subject- 
ed, and by a sort of common consent, a respect 
is shown them, somewhat corresponding to 
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their eloquence and power of utterance ; thus 
we behold the efibrts which are made to g^ve to 
each of them a seat^ equal to the distinction 
which it is supposed he has a right to hold, and 
the pulpits or forms, which are appointed for 
them» are considered so much better than com- 
mon seats, that others have been subjected to. 
imprisonment for occupying them ; and we tee 
ministers theniselves so far acquiescing in it, 
as to suppose they are not at liberty to do cer- 
tain things which other men may do, merely 
because they are such ; thus they pay homage 
to their own profession— -These things have 
but one root — an Idolatry that worships strange 
Gods. 

Let me observe, that the mere receiving mo- 
ney for preaching, if it has no place in the 
mind, is not in any degree subversive to the 
end ; cannot be considered as the price of un- 
righteousness; and is of a lass subtle nature, 
than that other species of priest wages, of which 
I have spoken. 

Men feeling their individual weakness, place 
their confidence either in that which is human 
or Divine ; and it flows into the channel cor- 
respondent to the state they are in; when thejr 
are outward in their views, the law of force is 
resorted to; Bot being gathered into that lest 
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which knows no harm and feels no offence; tlie 
contradiction is exhibited of a recurrence to 
human power, to preserve religious rights! 
from this cause has sprung every species of 
persecution, from the fire and faggots, and gib- 
bets of other countries, to the more mild exer- 
cise of the law in our own. 

We have no account of any intolerance so 
great, as that which Christendom has exhibited ; 
it will continue to be seen, while men depart 
from the only sure rule of life; to be governed 
by written laws, and will increase or decrease 
as they are more or less adhered to. 

Great efforts are making to spread the scrip- 
tures. If the reading of them has anyotheref- 
fect than to lead people to the Divine Light 
within tliemselves, of which they abundantly 
speak, it will increase the intolerance by setting 
up idols, which can alone be preserved by the 
edge of the sword. 

In the different sects the effect is the same, 
they all have their particular order, their forms 
and their ceremonies to preserve; they can sec 
the origin of persecution in others, because 
they condemn their forms; but cherishing their 
o%vn, they sec it not in themselves. They are 
all much alike, and they speak the same lan- 
guage relative to teaching men religion. 
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Though some sects establish theoI<^;icaI 
schools, which othcfrs condemn, yet the mo- 
ment that people acknowledge the possibili^of 
religious education, they acknowledge theprin- 
ciple, that meii may be taiight of men. If this 
is true, they may make ladders and climb up to 
heaven. The Light of the power of God id 
the soul, is the only teacher — people may speak 
their views of virtue and vice, but it is that 
alone, which convinces of good and evil. I 
should be a bigot indeed to believe this power 
did not extend to all ; that children coming in- 
to the world, without their own consent, una* 
bletomake choice of their situations; were not 
equally the subjects of Divine care ; or that the 
condition of such as are bom, in what are called 
the sinks of pollution and wickedness, were not 
on a footing with those nurtured in schools of 
morali^ and decorum. 

Men who have established standards of vir- 
tue and rules for godliness, are led to judge and 
condemn conduct, which does not correspond 
therewith — but they cannot read the heart, they 
know nothing of its feelings and peculiar temp- 
tations. Different men from the same motives 
pursue paths widely different. If one consults 
his selfishness in getting drunk, and another io 
preaching and praying, and a third in encou* 
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raging gluttony ; arc thej- not actuated by the 
same motive ? but bring them to the outward 
standards of virtue which are established ; and 
one appears a sinner, another a saint, a third a 
man of liberality, whose fine entertainments 
tempt people to cat. As we judge of men, so 
of children, by some standard which we have 
set up for ourselves, not only of their moral 
conduct, which Me can see and estimate ; but 
of their virtue or vice in the sight of that holy 
and Divine Being, who alone can judge the 
heart. 

It argues a want of confidence in the justice 
of God, to suppose that children alike innocent, 
have a lietter promise of salvation in one situa- 
tion than another ; or that they are in any de- 
gree dependant for their religion, upon the un. 
certain education they may receive, from those 
who surround them ; and yet I liave no dispo- 
sition to break down the barriers which men 
have thought proper to establish, for the pre- 
vention of moral evils, or to discourage the edu- 
cation of children ; but let us not undertake too 
much; we may perhaps mould their moral 
conduct, and this may be proper, but we cannot 
change their hearts ; for outward laws in reli- 
gion are non-entities. 

Upon one subject the different seets of Chris- 
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tians profess to agree—- that of building houses 
to worship in. If public preaching and pray- 
ing is necessary, it may be reasonable diat peo- 
pie should have an opportunity of doing so; 
but that diey should appoint times to worship, 
and call their houses, ** places of worship,^' and 
** the houses of God,'' would be truly astonish- 
ing, if men were not unacquainted with that 
fountain of love in themselves, which shows 
diem that the heart of man is the temple of the 
Most High. 

When we call a house, a place of worship, do 
we not as eft^ctually make it the house of God^ 
as if we called it so in as many words ? Dif« 
ferent sects have diflkrent forms, and those who 
most zealously deny having stated times to 
preach and pray, appoint hours and places for 
worshq). 

Why is it not altogether as consistent to 
preach and pray by appointment, as to worship 
by appointment ? I believe there will be found 
to be no real difference between them ! and yet 
some men are sq attached to their own peculiar 
formsi that while they would censure their fel- 
low members for assenting to the one, would 
equally blame them for denying the other. It 
would be well perhaps to consider whsit wor« 
ship is. Is it simply attending^ at what b call- 




ed a place of worship ? If tiiis is worship, then 
indeed there may be some show of propriety in 
censuring those who do not attend there. If it 
consists in those heavenly feelings, which seem 
to make an approach to the Divine nature, 
these are I believe no more peculiar in meet- 
ing houses than in any other place : but if 
it consists, as every duty does, in simple obe- 
dience to God ; then it may happen, that in 
censuring men, and visiting upon them the 
anathemas of the sect, they may be con- 
demned for performing the most acceptable 
worship, which they can offer: for it hardly 
will be denied, but some may have had their 
eyes so far opened, as to realize that spiritual 
worship which Jesus directed the woman of 
Samaria to ; which was not to be performed 
at places appointed for it, but in spirit and in 
truth. 

Such are the inconsistencies to which socie- 
ties are led, that are governed by written rules. 
For their preservation they sa rifice the very 
power of godliness, and though they call them- 
selves religious societies, they deny fellowship 
Avith those whom they acknowledge to be inno- 
cent and virtuous, and who are most sincerely 
promoting religion, tlie only way that any man 
do it, by performing their proper duty. 
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I have before spoken of the nature of much 
of the preaching which we hear, in what are 
called places of public worship; but in this 
there is less inconsistency — ^less to give o&nce 
tp those who can be offended, than in the pub- 
lic prayers. Thousands of pages have been de^ 
voted to the composition of prayers ; we have 
recorded, prayers for rain, and for fair weather; 
for times of peace, and for times of war ; for 
deliva*ance from enemies, from sickness, and 
from every other thing which •is called eviL 

In proportion as men's minds are staid in a 
confidence in Divine goodness, a state <^ de- 
pendance and of praise is felt, rather than a state 
of prayer. Prayer is founded in selfishness; so 
that professing Christians most pray for what 
their selfish feelings most desire ; and thus ma- 
ny of the public prayers, c^ men who profess to 
be spiritually minded, are of a nature which no 
truly pious man can adopt. 

We hear public petitions, that •* the Al- 
migh^ will have mercy upon his humbly de- 
pendant creatures,'* " that he will have his eye 
over us for good,'* " that he will be near us," and 
a variety of others, which no man can take into 
his mouth, whose soul is so far alive unto God, 
as to feel full confidence in his justice and mer- 
cy, that all his dispensations are in unerring 



wisdom, that He is always near us to do us 
good, and that all error and imperfection is on 
our part. If we could listen to those prayers, 
and quietly leave them to these who prefer 
them ; simply feeling as maiiy must do, that 
they are not their prayers ; there would be no 
abridgement of liberty of conscience ; but more 
is espected and enforced, that every one should 
give some demonstration of joining in them, by 
knfeeling, or standing, or pulling off their hats; 
thus they are called upon to do that from which 
their purest religious feelings revolt^ publicly to 
assent to wliat they secretly dissent from ; and 
I am ready to believe that scarcely one solitary 
individual is to be found, having any pretensions 
to religion, ^vho has not more than once found 
himself in this dilemma; but the idols are to be 
preserved, come what mayof true religion, they 
love their order and forms, and to these those 
feelings must yield, which they themselves pro- 
fess to believe, are only worthy of having place 
in religious minds. These inconsistencies arc 
every day developed, but none can see them 
whose eyes are blinded by prejudice, to a tra- 
ditional and formal religion governed by written 
rules, 

I could pursue this subject much further, 
and show the formality which exists among dif- 
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ferent sects of Christians in a more particular 
and palpable point of view, but I have no wish 
to bring them into notice : yet whilst there is 
so much hope and confidence placed in sects, 
it may do no harm to express those sentiments 
regarding them, which have been clearly open- 
ed on my own understanding; I do so, without 
condemning, or judging how nmch thej'- may 
be adapted to the state men are in : but this I 
c^n say, that there are those living who have 
seen far beyond outward religious societies of 
any kind ; their forms and their rituals. 

There are, no doubt, very sincere and pious 
minds who place great hopes in the advantages 
to be derived from societies, but they seem to 
be like the people of Egypt already spoken of, 
who though they bowed down to images really 
thought that they saw God in them. They can 
direct people from Paul, from Apollos, from 
Cephas, without appearing to be aware, that 
adhering to an individual society, is the same as 
to an individual man. 

Paul and Apollos, were followed, we pre- 
sume, for some excellence in their characters, 
and this is probably the reason tliat would be 
given by most men, for preferring one society 
before another. It is the principle of Divine 
love in the hearts of men, which alone can unite 



I them, and bring them into fellowship one with 
another, and this is altogether distinct from 
sectarian feelings, or written laws. Is this prin- 
ciple most felt, or most attended to, in any one 
society, that we are to love that one more than 
' all the rest? Few will be willing openly to say 
f that this is the case with their own sect, and 
if it really was so, is it any reason that they 
should call themselves by its name, more than 
men formerly, by that of Paul, ApoUos, or 
Cephas. Is llie hedge of s icicties necessary to 
the maintenance of Divine harmony among 
men? so far from it, the moment written laws 
begin to act, in the same degree it ceases to ex- 
ist. " We cannot serve God and Mammon," 
cannot be subject to them, and the Divine 
law ; it is utterly impossible. This has been 
previously said, and it admits not only of the 
most perfect demonstration, but is consistent 
with every serious reflection ; for if religion is 
spiritual, then must its kws be spiritual also. ■ 

Religious society is founded upon the idea of 
promoting religion ; but suppose individuals 
were to take for the rule of their conduct, the 
laws which their respective sects liave made ; 
would they be any better for it ? there must be 
at bottom, some real piety and virtue, or they 
would become mere formal bigots ; so that s» 
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Car from the adherence to them, doing good, it 
would tend to build up a pharassucal righteous* 
ness,^ which like false coin, would be more 
scrupulously to be avoided^ because it out- 
wardly resembled that which was genuine. 

This is the e&ct that ibHows from an adhe- 
rence to outward laws, men are made righteous 
by them) but it i& a righteousness wholly di£» 
ferent from real purity of life : their he^irts may 
be corrupt before their Maker, and yet ** touch^ 
ing the law, blameless," that the most rig(»t)ua 
fiilfilment of every iota which they exact, is not 
to>be con»dered as the smallest proof of real 
godliness, or as the ascent of one step on the 
road to heaven. 

If these positions cannot be controverted, the 
fulfilment of the laws which bind societies toge* 
ther, are wholly inefficacious, as a rule of life ia 
religion ; and I may add, the more formal they 
become, the more they tend to the total extinc- 
tion of it.. 

Seeing then, that without real piety, lawa iiv 
religious sects, increase bigotry and self-righte- 
ousness,. it can hardly be supposed, that when 
that exists, they can be of any real use — but the 
most plausible arguments in their favour, are 
drawn from an idea,, that they are made for the 
disobedient, to restrain them by the inflofnce 



of certain penalties; the most common of which 
at this day is, dismembership,^ or disuniting 
them from the society. 

Jesus told his disciples — " If thy brother 
trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault 
between thee and him alone : if he shall hear 
thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he 
will not hear thee, then taite with thee one or 
two more, that in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word may be established, and 
if he shall neglect to hear them, then tell it un- 
to the church, but if he neglect to hear the 
church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man^ 
and a publican." Matthew xviii. 15,. 17. Upoa 
this doctrine has been built, the superstructure 
of all church governments, from that of the 
Vatican at Rome, to every petty congregation, 
which taking to itself the power of the Al- 
mighty, assumes the privilege of interposing 
between man and his Maker — by judging and 
condemning sin — in denying communion with 
its members, or bringing them to confession, 
and passing by their offences. 

It is not moral offences that are principally 
aimed at, for these the la.ws of the land take 
cognizance of; but religious offences, of which 
noae can judge but that Being who sees the 
heart of every man. The power which dif- 
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ferent sects assume, under the idea that ther 
are the church of Christ, is almost unlimited ; 
and this is founded upon directions given bj 
Jesus Christ to his immediate followers, which 
have no necessary relation to us^ and which 
it is not too much to say, are neither the perfec- 
tion of Christian experience, nor in accordance 
with those more sublime and exalted doctrines^ 
which he at other times spoke of, and upon 
which he acted ; not of telling of offences; not 
of letting men be as heathens to each other, but 
of loving our enemies, giving to those who 
would take from us ; and (A that humble de> 
pendance upon God, in which the excellence of 
his character and mission^ are so beautifully di&> 
played.. 

If the power of knowing the hearts of its 
members, was really delegated to societies; 
then indeed their might be reason,, why they 
should undertake to judge them; but as they 
do not know the feelings and motives which ac« 
tuate their conduct, they cannot know their sins, 
nor can they correct them ; that it is an illusion 
to pretend to reform them, by the application of 
written laws : this is constantly exemplified in 
every country : men are most severely punislv 
ed, but it seldom happens that they are reform- 
ed thereby : we so constantly witness the re* 
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uewed exercise of the civil law on the same in- 
dividuals for similar offences ; that there is great 
reason to doubt whether it is any means of re- 
formation. It may by force restrain them from 
injuring their fellow- men ; but every true 
amendment must begin in the heart, by obe- 
dience to that principle which God has placed 
there. 

As we do not observe reformation and 
amendment to follow, from the punishments 
ivliich the civil law inflicts, neither do we, from 
those of ecclesiastical tribunals. Where is the 
man that has really and truly been made better, 
by being dismissed from a religions society ? 
if indeed it has made one better, it has made ten 
worse, by holding them as heathens ; and even 
when this is not the issue, it is altogether to be 
doubted, whether the exertions of individuals, 
acting as such, would not always be more efii- 
cacious than those which are the effect of society 
contrivances, and which as they are official, so 
they are often formal and ungodly; for as a regu- 
lar ordained ministry made by the appointment 
of men, docs prevent the effusions of pure 
minds ; so do official reformers, tend to dis- 
courage the honest efforts of other men, per- 
haps more pious than themselves. How far 
cverj' act which is merely official in religion, is 
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to be placed upon a footing, it would not per- 
haps be very difficult to decide. If the efiect 
that it has upon individuak is equivocal, that 
which is produced upon the sect is not so; con- 
fession of error is generally extorted, and socie- 
ties are often built up in their own righteousness. 
As people are introduced into the peace- 
able kingdom of Heaven, they of the spirit 
feel no offence, either individually or col- 
lectively; and then alone they constitute the 
church of the "first-bom, whose names arc 
written in Heaven :" this is believed in by ma- 
ny, who still taking authority from scripture, 
act therefrom, in opposition to those feelings 
which are before scripture or any other law* If 
in our walks among men, we were to separate 
ourselves from those who had offended us, or 
acted upon principles different from what we 
deemed right, letting them be heathens to us, 
practically adopting the language, " stand by 
thyself, I am holier than thou.'' Should wc 
feel most peaceful in such conduct, or in return- 
ing good for evil ? The answer is very plain, 
and yet men, professing godliness, act in so- 
ciety capacity, as they would be unwilling to do 

individually. 

What do societies mean, when they speak of 
the true church, composed of all nations and 



kindreds ? and yet merely for the prese^^■at^oll 
Off writtcii rules, hold as aliens those who indi- 
vidually they believe to be honest and virtuous! 
Do they not deny in conduct what they pro- 
fess in words, by letting the formula of religion 
draw lines of distinction between themselves 
and their fellow members? can such things be 
true? is there no reason to doubt the basis on 
which such religion stiuids ? are there no sin- 
cere minds, actors in these things, who are 
convicted of their inconsistencies? none whose 
eyes are opened to see, that they originate in 
principles wholly adverse to true religion ? 

But even admitting, that offence is felt, and 
that the object of religious society is to increase 
virtue among mankind; is religion really in- 
creased by excommunicating men from their 
sects ? the offender if he is such, who is cast off 
unconverted upon the world at large, remains as 
mui h one as he did before ; and virtue is not 
increased thereby; nay further, if they believe, as 
they profess to do, that there is great good in 
being members of society; it is contrary to 
every pure principle of benevolence, to excom- 
municate those who most require their fostering 
care. 

Wc may pursue all the bearings, which the 
written laws" of the various sects have upon iu- 



dividuals, and we shall not find cause for their 
existence in any other, than selfish sectariao 
principles ; which are looking to their own in- 
dividual good, and which arc distinct from those 
enlarged and heavenly views, wihch encompass 
all mankind the world over; which knows no 
sect or party, and which flowing from a pure 
dependance upon their heavenly Father, are as 
unlimited as his love. 

I have before stated cases, in which societies 
may judge and condemn, for acts of real righ- 
teousness in individuals, and this proceeds from 
those principles, which look not so much to the 
promotion of true religion, as to the mainte- 
nance of their own particular order and cere- 
monies: — they undertake to limit the opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, by circumscribing^ it 
within those bounds which they call order and 
godliness — they limit its operations, by con- 
demning the most virtuous of their members 
if it has pleased Divine Providence, to opj 
their minds to more exalted views of \irt 
than they themselves have, — tliey limit it, 
supposing that men are better for being nieir 
bers of their societies, than of no society at a 
— they limit it, by fanning creeds as it were t 
assist God in regulating faith towards him ; 
they seem to doubt tlie sufficiency of hispowerfl 
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whcii they direct men not to his light in tlieir 
own minds, as a rule for the conduct of their 
lives, but to some uncertain and variable stan- 
dard without them. 

Such is the state of the various sects of 
Christians, and shall I 3-et believe, that mem- 
bership with any one of them, is of any value ? 
I can realize that a pious man might feel dis- 
posed to withdra^v fiom all of them ; but I can 
hardly imagine how any one could feel bound 
to assist in the support of those laws and creeds, 
which are so much in opposition to true reli- 
gion, — to attempt to uphold, under the name of 
ti'iith, that reputation which is so much an idol 
with each. Mistaken men ! Truth needs not 
your support, you can neither build it up nor 
pull it down. 

Such indeed, is the state of each society ; 
such their outward -views ; that with much pro- 
fession of a belief in Christ, I feel almost the 
assurance, that if he was to appear again as he 
did to the Jews; they would say in substance 
as they did; " we have a law and by our law 
he ought to die." True it is, that the laws of 
the land, and the genius of the times, would 
forbid taking his life; but what if they were 
to see him, with a seamless garment, enter 
one of tlieir liouaes called places of worship, 
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and say, with perhaps as much truth as he 
did to the Jews; that they were Pharisees^ 
^^ tythed mint, anise and cummin, and ne- 
glected the weightier matters of the law;" what 
would they say, but th^t he should keep silence 
and not disturb their worship ; if he continued 
to speak would they not thrust him out of their 
synagogue, apply to the civil law, put him in 
prison, and cry \crucify him, crucify him?" 
And this effect would probably be increased, if 
they knew, as the Jews did ; that he came from 
among a people who were deemed heretic, for 
holding in utter contempt the righteousness of 
the Pharisees. The query would arise, " can 
any good come out of Nazareth?" " have the 
rulers believed on him ?" If indeed he was re- 
gularly ordsdned, and had credentials of appro, 
bation to present to them, they would tolerate 
him in any kind of doctrine, but touching their 

idols. 

This is no picture, but the words of truth 
and soberness. If what I have said, does not 
apply to every sect, the exception is to such as 
are not limited by creeds and written laws ; and 
every sect has its creed, which has any other 
touchstone to judge of men by, than that 
of truth and righteousness. It is vain to talk 
of not having a creed, merely because it is not 
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reduced into the form of words and sentences 
bearing that name. The common law, wliich 
is unwritten, is more full and comprehensive 
than any statute, and it is no more requisite 
Aat a creed should be reduced into form, to be 
a creed, tlian a law to lie a law: a strict exami- 
nation would perhaps show u&, that those sect? 
who profess to have no creed, act at times with 
less lenity than others ; not indeed, because 
they have none ; but by reason of its not being 
defined, a greater latitude is given to judge of 
the doctrine of its members, and they are more 
liable to censure from being unacquainted with 
the particular test which their faith is to be sub- 
ject to. 

But though I have spaken thus plainly, I 
have no disposition to condemn societies, or 
contribute to their overthroiv, if that were in my 
power: unregeneratc men will lind employment, 
and if societies were aboliahed their occupation 
would be no better. There are many who admire 
them, have great confidence in the good they 
may do; thei/ will be disposed zealously to de- 
fend them, and will say, that laws to govern 
them are necessary, and that these have been 
given them by the spirit of Truth. 1 am 
not disposed to dispute all this, but if it be tnif. 




ihev hive been given because societies are 
:iQ( idol they pietend to be, the church of 
Christ ; the vary existence of law, is a proof 
of it ; for so truly as Christ comesy all laws 
are fulfilled and done away, not an outward 
Christ, but the power of God in the niind. 
^ Though I am most assuredly persuaded, that 
people may be righteous, without any kind of 
religious communities ; yet if men were mem« 
bers of the true church, societies could exist 
without any shadow of creeds or discipline of 
any kind ; the dbciples of Jesus declared, that 
spirits were subject to them; and a state of 
perfect conformity to the Divine will, feels no 
offence; it is a state in*which the worship of 
God is not interrupted, whether engaged in the 
common affairs of life which may righdy em- 
ploy us, in meeting houses, or in other places* 
It would indeed, be some argument in favor 
of particular sects, if faith and principles were 
communicated to sects and not to individuals ; 
but the very reverse is the fact, men only know 
truth individually ; and yet each one is expect- 
cd to believe those doctrines which his sect ac- 
knowledge. Thus many make for themselves 
a verbal faith, which they no more truly believe 
in, than those who never heard of it. One man 
says he believes in the Trinity, another is a 



predcstiuariiiii, when perhaps they do not know 
It the terms mean ; a third pretends that war 
[lawful, and that ordinances are wrong ; and 
he may privately indulge in every species of 
WW that is not open fighting, and be daily 
living and acting under ordinances. 

Sects, as they now exist, tend to level all into 
one common mass — if members believe too 
little they are censnred; if they believe too 
mach, they are equally Faulted ; not because 
they are not believing, what in righteousness 
they only can believe ; but beeausc their faith 
does not correspond to tliat standard which has 
been set up to j udge them by : and this levelling 
business is going on as fast as the work is 
accomplished which the different sects are so 
ardently engaged m — of propagating their re- 
spective forms of religion. They are building 
meeting houses, and locating worship, but do 
they not set up altars, as tlie Athenians did for- 
merly, '* to the unknown God." Most truly I 
believe, that if it were not for the righteousness 
of those individuals among them, who have, ia 
fact, their confidence placed upon better pro- 
mises, there would hardly remain the shadow of 
true religion among them. 

Perhaps I shall be met by those who may- 
say, that in circulating the Bible, building up 
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societies, establisbiiig creeds, and erecting meet^ 
ing houses, they are acting from the best know* 
ledge they have of right. To these I answer, I 
have no feeling that would condemn ; I should, 
by so doing, be attempting to withhold that li- 
berty of conscience, which is the right of alL 
But let them query whence they got their no- 
tions of religion? if they believe that irreligion 
is in their own selfish natures, I would ask 
ihem what lust, or passion^ or appetite is over- 
come thereby ? do they covet riches less ? are 
they less easily excited to anger? or less given 
to excess in eating or drinking? if making 
creeds to bind the consciences of tiieir fellow 
creatures, or building meeting houses, does 
overcome their passions, w^hich they themselves 
confess, to be the man of sin; then indeed 
there might be some show of truth in their re- 
marks; but on the contrarj% do wc not see, 
that those who are the most zealous actors 
herein, have their lusts and passions as easi- 
ly excited as other men. Some of them may, 
as I have said of preachers, pay so much 
homage to their profession, as to endeavour to 
regulate their feelings by that — their rcputa- 
tion among men is at stake; thus the stronger 
sdfish feeling casts out that which is weaker. 
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But they plead that their exertions may do good 
to others. 

The same causes operate upon all, none ever 
have their natural propensities overcome by 
reading the Bible or by attending meetings, or 
subscribing to creeds; if it were so then we 
should find, that all who practice these things arc 
more pureand righteous than others who take no 
port therein; which is beheved not to be the case. 
There are thousands ol" men who are members 
of no sect; will any one presume to sa)'-, that 
they are more sinful, than as many taken pro- 
miscuously, from among those who are in reli- 
gious communities? will they give less credit 
to their words ? or trust them less in their deal- 
ings? is not the query rather, whether they are 
honest men, than members of sects. And yet 
with the full knowledge of these facts, men con- 
tinue to act upon sectarian views! The Divine 
light in their souls would perhaps show them 
that they have drawn their principles from 
books and from men ; for priest-craft is so 
deeply rooted, that it is difficult to avoid or de- 
tect its influence. 

If a man is supposed to be seriously inclined, 
he is met by sectarians in every stage of his 
progress, recommending him to men and to 
books; and he receives truth tinged with those 
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peculiarities which mark each; and >^1iich, if 
they are true to those who speak or write, may 
not be in any degree adapted to his own state. 
He is led inta the ordinances which those are in, 
who direct him: ^^ according to their pasture,, 
so were they filled,^' Hosea xiii. c« 6 v. and 
this priest-craft is continued from one genera* 
lion to another, and forms a phalanx, which few 
resist. It is much easier to float with the cur* 
rent than oppose it,, much, easier to observe the 
forms of religion, than to purify the heart— -to 
read the Bible — to count beads — ^to be baptised 
or to put on a simple dress ; than to accomplish 
that liardest of all work, sacHfice our own seJf- 
love. Thus we easily perceive why idolatry so 
much abounds in every country ; and that those 
who look at the idols,, are taught as they teach. 

There is something naturally pleasing in the 
idea of doing good ; and without considering, 
that there is none good but One^ and that there 
is nothing good but what proceeds from Ifim^ 
they do what they choose to consider good, and 
then call it righteousness — look first to the 
creatures and then to God. 

In critical reflections by certain Jews, or 
some of the works of Voltaire, is the fr>llowing 
sentiments; — ^ The Patriarchs, the Priests, the 
ancient Jews, ofiered up lambs^ sheep, and 



bjjllsjthe modern Jews ofiET up on the altar of 
'l^ir fuitli, much more costly victims ; self-love, 
■precious incense, ao hardly surrendered by 
aty ; posts, employments, those shortest and 
rtiost effectual means, of laying up riches and of 
acquiring consequence in the world!" Many of 
the sacrifices of modern time may be compared 
to those of the ancient Jews, and though men 
profess now to be in the gospel dispensation, 
yet the one is no more effectual towards esta- 
blishing true righteousness than the other. 

People seem to believe that much can be ac- 
complished in reforming other men, and they 
are willing to sacrifice their lives and fortunes 
ill the attempt ; " It is not rare" says the grand- 
son of Confucius, " to see men who despise 
sickness, refuse dignities, and brave death, 
but alas ! it is ditficiilt to Dnd those, who know 
how to distinguish exactly the just medium, 
and to follow it." 

The more the efforts called religious are exa- 
mined into, the more perhaps it will be seen, 
that they have originated in saving alive that 
which ought to die. If men could see the state 
of their own heaits, they would find a vine- 
yard there, large enough to work in ; without 
attending so much to reform other mcnj or to 
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those deadly forms, which have no true coo.- 
nexion with religion. 

The celebrated RammohunRoy, whose woii 
on the Monitheistical system of the Hindoos, 
I have already quoted ; in another work printed 
at Calcutta, in ISSO^says^ that the missionaries 
of HindOstan know^ as well as himself, that it 
is in consequence of the mysterious dogmas of 
die religion which they inculcate : ^* that not^ 
withstanding every exertion on their part^ I am 
not aware that we can find a single respectable 
Mussulman or Hmdoo, who were not in want 
of the common comforts of life, once glorified 
with the truth of Christianity, constantly ad- 
hering to it. Of the few hundred natives who 
have been nominally converted to Christianity, 
and who have been generally of the most igno- 
rant class, there is ground to suspect, that the 
greater number have been allured to change 
their faith by other attractions, than by a con- 
viction of the truth and reasonableness of those 
dogmas; as we find nearly all of them, are em- 
ployed or fed, by their spiritual teachers; and 
in case of neglect are apt to manifest a rebel- 
lious spirit.*'* And in a third treatise he quotes 
the following, from a work ^vritten in favour of 
the Hindoo worship. ** If by the prescribed 

• page 2D and 21. Defence of I'rcccpts of Jesus. 



95 

forms, in a church, a temple or a mosque, God 
be worshipiied, how can he be dishonored, by 
being worshipped under the form of an image 
however manufactured ?" and fiom die Shas- 
tres, treating of God, the following worda. — 
" Acts and rites, lliat originate in movements 
of the hands, and other members of the body, 
being perishable, cannot cifect beatitude, that is 
eternal." 

" Those that worship forms under appella- 
tions, continue subject to form and appellation ; 
for no perishable means can effect the acquisi- 
tion of an imperlsliable end." 

'* That man, who considers the Being that is 
infinite, incomprehensible, pure, extended as 
far as space, and time, and vacuity ; to be finite, 
perceptible by the senses, limited by time and 
place, subject to passion and anger; what 
crime is such a robber of Divine Majesty not 
guilty of?"* 

Let the missionaries of each sect continue to 
preach and sectarians to labour, I have no wish 
to disturb them therein, but perhaps mo^t of 
them will find, that their self-love stands in tlie 
way of tiiat light which would show them tlie 
total inconsistency of many of their works with 
true reUgion. But they are afraid of the conse- 

• P»ge 36. 
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tjiiences of trusting to the Light of God in their 
own souls in its simplicity ; they fear the over- 
throw of. those idols which they love more 
than the truth, — their sects — their order — their 
forms and ceremonies — the desire of doing what 
they call good ; and of making converts to reli- 
gion. Ah! s^ they , if only o«^ ^01// should be 
converted, then indeed should I find a glorious 
reward for my labours ! 

Let not men suppose that their views of re- 
ligion can be pure, when the slightest examina- 
tion would show them, that they are really 
looking to God through those mediums which 
tradition has handed down to them, and their 
views and practices in religion correspond there- 
with; as I have said before, this is an easv 

• 

kind of religion ; and it will perliaps be found, 
that those in each sect, who are the most zea- 
lous and active in building up their own forms, 
and particular order, are so far from being the 
purest worshippers, as to be, instead thereof, 
the greatest idolators. Let them go on with 
their labours; the mind which is pure, can 
neither be offended nor disturbed thereat ; it 
knows that though they are wholly inconsistent 
with pure and undefiled religion, yet that they 
are perfectly consistent with themselves ; and as 
Divine justice has made men free agents, a 



wish or desire that would stop them, would be 
like a wish to stop the motion of the univerHe. 

If any advance is made in righteousness, it 
must be by individuals breaking through those 
trammels that encircle thera, sacrificing forms, 
which as soon as they have been established, 
have become idols in every sect; and no longer 
believing that their Creator has delegated to 
other men, in no respect better than themselves, 
the right to direct what their faith and practice 
shall be in his Divine sight ; this will lead 
tJiem from men to Godj and they will feel and 
know that his power is sufiicient for them, 
without being members of sects, or leaning up- 
on the foundations of other men ; and without 
religious forms of any kind. This will lead 
■ them from all the uncertain standards without 
them, to that universal principle within them, 
which has been testified of in all countries and 
ages, and which, however clouded by the de- 
vices of men, is perfect in its operations, and 
contains in itself alone, that which can satisfy the 
soul. In it is tlie sabbath of rest, in which 
nothing can disturb or destroy. Wherein the 
mind, ceritered in calmness, may see the secta- 
rian pursue his task, or the drunkard his gam- 
bols, and may trace the selfish principle in its 
various operations without being oflended ; ful- 
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iy knowing that there is no natural evil, but 
that in this one selfish principle all evil has its 
existence ; and that it is perfectly consistent 
with the Divine will, that it should operate^ 
and that men should choose whom they wilL 
s^Ve, God or Baal. 

This sabbath is the re^ appointed for the 
people of God* It b alike unknown to those 
who are anxious for the welfare of sects-«-for 
the promotion of religion — ^fbr the increase of 
9ciencei or for the accumulation of wealth; 
anxiety is its antipode ; as one lives the other 
dies; the perfection of this rest is not fully 
entered into,, till by a conformity of man's will 
to the ' Divine will, that state is experienced 
which Jesus Christ spoke of. ^^ Henceforth all 
power is given to me both in .Heaven and ia 
earth;" yet men enter into it by degrees; 
whenever one single sin is removed from us^ 
whenever our will is wholly given up in one 
tjmkgt we enter into rest as respects that 
tjbingt and are so far entered into the kingdom 
of Heaven,— 'here is a touchstone by which 
laen may examine themselves, when they are 
preaching, or circulating Bibles, or supporting 
the ordinances of their sects ; if desire, or fear, 
or anxiety is alive in them*, if any thing inter* 
rvpts the tranquillity of their mindsi then in- 
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tleed have they not entered into their Hcovenly 
Father's rest. As it is attained by operations 
in individual minds, independent of societies ; 
their dogmas and forms are so far from opening 
the road to it, that as they are depended upon, 
ihey tend to obstruct it. 

This is the rest, that man naturally seeks after, 
but as he seeks it in lower objects, he is con- 
stently disappointed ; ask. the \'oturies of the 
sciences and the aits, Mhether they have therein 

I found rest? abk each hist and appetite, that has 
been gratified by its full enjoyment, whether 
there is any rest therein? the answer will be 
no J The pursuits ivhicli engage the attention 
of cverj' class of men, from the king to the 
be^ar, as they are in earthly things equally fail 
in yielding it. 

We may traverse the world in pursuit of 
knowledge, explore every country, penetrate 

\ into the bowels of the earth, or" measure the 
planets; and be further from finding rest, than 

I the moment we set out. Still the ignus fatuus 
is pursued; still it eludes our grasp, there is 
yet some darling object before us, which when 
it is obtained, yields perhaps no more happi- 
ness than each one that preceded it. This is a 

« picture of the life of a majority of men, spent in 
an unsuccessful pursuit of happiness, because 
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they seek it where it never can be found. It & 
just as it should be, it never was designed that 
men should find rest, but in the principle of 
truth itself, and this is alike within the reach of 
every individual. We may give this principle 
names which other men do not understand, and 
dispute about them. Many turn away at the 
idea of revelation, being unwilling to believe 
them^selves the subjects of it. Some can easily 
speak of an omnipresent God ; their catechism 
or creed has taught them the term, but they do 
not appear to realize its truth : a Grod omni- 
present to whom they are always accountable^ 
and who looks on unconcerned, and sees them 
commit sin for which he is about to punish 
them, is an inconsistency which they can more 
easily realize, than that they are the subjects of 
revelation. Are such ideas consistent with the 
most common justice, which men avouW exer- 
-cise towards their fellow-men, that they should 
have the power and intention to punish them 
for doing wrong, be present and see them err, 
and vet not inform them of it ; — can we believe 
this of a merciful Creator ? 

By whatever name this principle of truth may 
be called, I view it entirely as the revelation of 
God up6n the mind of man, operating continu- 
ally and universally, it is this which presen* 



the degree of harmony we witness, ten thou- 
sand times more than all the laws, that ever 
did or ever can exist; it operates upon all, 
and every true principle of honesty and justice 
is attributable to this revelation which has 
shown it to men though they have never read 
the Bibic, or heard a sermon — Those who pro- 
nounce the punishment of the laws upon rob- 
bers or murderers, probably seldom ask them, 
whether they have read the Bible, or been told 
that such things were wrong; they appeal to 
their own feelings, in the certain knowledge, 
that they knew it independent of any outward 
circumstances. Every ct of attention or obe- 
dience to this revelation is an advance on the 
road to Heaven. 

But as the feelings of men are prejudiced by 
priest-craft in its various devices, they are also 
liable to be carried off by the flights of imagi- 
nation: after being allured for a period of 
years, by every sj'ren voice that has called j can; 
it be imagined that the whisperings of the true 
^epherd shall always be distinctly recognized. 
But poor frail man, so liable to err himself and 
yet so ready to judge others j pretends to deny 
that tliere is a true voice, because people some- 
time mistake it; and even so greatly magnify 
the errors which may arise from this cause, as 
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to suppose every evil in religion is in Oid^ 
train. Let him look o himself, to that deadly 
formality — that idolatry — that selfishness, wbid 
he may witness among those he may call Chri^ 
tians — let him look to the wars, murders ! 
bloodshed — to the fire and gibbets — to the dvtni 
geons of the Inquisition — to the persecutions crff 
various kinds, which have sprung from written 
rules in religion, and will he not pause before 
he condemns? will his eyes be so far jaun- 
diced, as not to see the one, whilt they are* 
open to the other ? will he continue to trust^ 
rather to these rules, which are often so de-- 
structive to the buddings of true religion^ 
and to his own feeble efforts to correct t\vt. 
aberrations of fancy, than to the power of Godfc 
in the soul. 

From these excentricities there is nothing t 
■fear, the calm operations of " unbiassed rea« 
son," may be more safely trusted to correct 
them, than any force that can be applied. The 
Anabaptists of Germany met the most cruel 
deatlis with heroic firmuess, neither the sword»' 
nor the fiames that Vfeee kindled upon then 
turned them from that fanaticism and enthu- 
siasm, which yet yielded to the operations < 
principle within themselves. 

From the efforts of imsginstkni tmn n 
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spring ; men, whose minds are enliglitened to 
see the formality and idolatry that exists, natu- 
rally begin to think of reformation ; but the bi- 
gotry that would reform, by other means than 
those of conviction, is alike in all cases, whe- 
ther it proceeds from an effort to regulate men 
by creeds, or by feelings in the mind distinct 
ftom them, it is still some standard which may 
hot be true to others. 

The Anabaptists, and Crusaders to recover 
Hie Holy land, as it is called, were actuated by 
similar motives, they both undertook to over- 
come infidelity by force, each were alike zeal- 
ous, and their efforts equally failed. The latter 
cost Europe hundreds of thousands of lives, 
and every kind of enormity was tolerated, in 
the hope of establishing Christ's kingdom upon 
earth. 

If we were to reason from these things, we 
should conclude, that there was no true reli- 
gion in the world ; but here we are met by in- 
temal conviction, which tells us of its reality; 
and the conclusion is not to be drawn tliat there 
is no standard of truth in the mind, because 
men sometimes act under their own natural 
feelings, who profess a belief in it. Are we to 
idoubt it when there are so many instances of 
men of every age, whose virtue has been so 
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conspicuous under its operations; and above 
all, when every feeling within us bears testimo- 
ny to the truth of it. 

^ Can storms or tempests quench the eye of day.** 

So tenacious is priest- craft of the hold it has 
tipon men, that we often find a disposition to 
impute error to particular persons, when tbe 
real difficulty has been, an extension of views, 
beyond those with whom they were associated; 
thus persons who in after-times have been coa* 
^dered saints, were martyrs to the popular 
opinions of the day ; and died in the full confi- 
dence of truths, which it was reserved for after- 
s^s to appreciate and ackno^edge; and yet 
in the present, as in generations which are pass- 
ed, there are those who call eveiy man an inno- 
vator, and fancy danger from his doctrines9 
who pursues the course that those whom they 
themselves revere of former ages have done be- 
fore him. 

The pious man will look calmly on errors of i 
every kind, as his mind is stayed in a confidence 
on God, he will be at peace amid every eccen- 
tricity, which may proceed from the flights of 
imagination on one hand, or the formality of 
sectarians on the other. 

Some of my views may be considered sub- 
versive of all religion^ and sectarians may take 
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pleasure in condemning them. Let them do sb 
if they please : though but partially unfolded in 
these hasty sketches, tliey stand on a basis not 
easily moved j and are written nnder feelings, 
which, while they would freely unmask the ido- 
latrj'' of sects, have no disposition to divert any 
man, from pursuing that course he may deem 
right in his conduct towards his God — whether 
it may lead him to condemn, or to approve — to 
build up priest-craft or pull it down. 

It is not indeed by destroying priest-craft, 
that men are to be made better; that is more 
the eflect than the cause of evil — the root is 
deeper than this, and so must be the remedy, 
but if It is conastent with the state the world is 
in, there is yet no reason why those who see its 
errors, should be united to societies who up- 
hold it. 

Individuals may rejoice that they themselves 
are free from the thraldom of sects, without 
judging how far it may be proper for others to 
be united to them. 

I trust none will believe, that I have the most 
distant view of lessening true religion, it is not 
reasonable to suppose, that in taking away false 
coin, that which is genuine will either be of 
less value, or less sought after. 

If the views I have taien, direct the mind 
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from superstition and tradition, they may tend 
to dispel those clouds which obstruct a clear 
perception of oar duty to God; but even if this 
^KHild be the case, nothing will be gained 
without practical piet}\ 

Religion consists not in speculation but in 
reality ; the man who is called a Deist or an Iiu 
fidel, and who professes to follow nature, may 
have more real piety, tlvein others, who may 
turn from him with abhorrence, at what they 
deem his infidelity; and this we must believe to 
be true ; unless we realize, that a nominal be- 
lief, is of more consequence than works of 
peace and righteousness. Yet heresy and mB» 
delity is imputed to the one,, and not to the 
other. 

There is but one remedy for every evil, and 
that is a daily dependancc upon the power of 
Divine love in ourselves. This was the reli- 
gion which was so divinely inculcated by Jesus 
Christ; this is the religion of my heart, to which 
every feeling responds. 

It is not one, of dogmas and rituals, nor 
bounded by the narrow confines of sectarian 
prejudices, but one of universal benevolence 
and charity, which views all mankind as bre« 
thren, alike the subjects of Divine regard. It 
is a spiritual religion, existing in the mind ; 
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dttid partaking of the Divine nature, assumes no 
form, but is kno^vn by its power, and manifested 
by its attributes of justice, mercy, and truth ; 
breathing love to God, peace and good will to 
man. In i; there is neither jarring, anarchy nor 
discord — h?.ving its life and centre in God 
it JookF to bis Divine light :-i the mind, as the 
OBly rule of ccndict — as tli-^ only means of sal- 
vation from sin. It is a religion which comes 
home to the understanding and feelings of every 
man; which evening or morning he finds still 
in him; which all comprehend, whether Jew of 
Gentile, bond or free — in it is a solace for what 
the world calls sorrow — a joy in the midst of 
afflictions; like the sun-beam, it enlightens our 
path, and cht:er& our way. It is a religion as 
universal and benevolent, as the spirit from 
which it proceeds, adapted to every varied state 
and condition — it is confined to no one diiy or 
pluce, more than another ; in which no one ^ect 
lias any advantage over the rest or above those 
VidiO are members of none of them; it is a Unily 
lOn, in which the worship of God is per- 
by obedience to him, in spirit ajid in 
kuU). And tliough the sniallness of its opera- 
lions is compared to a grain of mustard seed; 
yet wlyle it descends to the lowest eapuciiy it 
encloses every thing that is good or great or ei- 
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cellent in the norld. Its perfection is the sab 
bath of rest, in which man ceases from his 
hour, and enters through death into the king 
dom of heaven — that death in which the lust 
of man are as perfectly and completely dead a 
the corpse of the dead man tliat can be awoke a 
more; and into that heaven, wiiich is no tvheflj 
and yet every where, a union with tlie Father ai 
unbounded as his love. 

This death is ;,he prelude to happiness, it i 
the death in which man should feci most inier 
ested — it is a death to his lusts — to eveir 
thought and feeling which could engender 9 
— This death is tJie portal of Eden, the PanM 
dise of God, where there is no sorrow orcry^ 
ing, nor can there be any, for tliere is no fcar^ 
hope, desire, or anxiety— there is no temptation 
for that which could be tempted is dead— then 
is nothing to resign, the will of the creature ex* 
bting no more. It is that state of perfection ti 
which Jesus called his followers, when he said 
" be perfect even as your Father in heaven ig 
perfect." It is a stale of which my mind tt 
times has so clear a prospect, that it can hardh 
be deceived therein — a state of holiness, ii 
which regeneration is accomplished, and man 
becomes the child of God: in which the Divine 
will Is done in all things, williout any cross c 
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deviation — it is the state of Deification, spoken 
of by John Everard, about two centuries ago^ 
in which we no longer act, but the power of 
God does all in us. " If we do any thing, yet 
we see, feel, and confess, it is God that doeth 
it; if we speak, it is Christ that speaks; if we 
think, it is Christ that thinks ; if we go, it is 
Christ that goeth ; it is no longer you that act 
any thing," " it is Christ that liveth in you." 

And here I close, ascribing thanksgiving and 
praise, to that power which has shed its benign 
light upon my understanding, to see the purity, 
the excellency, the vitality of the Christian re- 
ligion; and which power is alone wortliy to 
rule and reign in the hearts of the children of 
men. 



ERRATA. 

Cireumstances prevented the author from rearling* ovev tl.r 
proof sheets, till after a considerable part of the pag^r .•> v « vj 
printed off— a few errors have occurred, and some wonK l>cf ;•.■■ • 
interpolated, which, as they were not in the original, unl :.l.<-r 
insomedeg^e the sense, it is the more materiul to corici i : 

TMge 10, 11th line, for ** omnipotent" read ** omnipri-si i.i." 
15, 27th line, insert ** they" there eyes they huvc l'h:^^ ". 
17, 8th line, for " they," read *• he." 

23, 9th line, for «« attendance," read *« attention." 

24, 13th line, for " his outward dispensuticn," rci'l 

« him." 
24, 1st line, for " ballances," read " balances." 
28, put inverted comma's to the paragraphs. 

31, the same to the second and thinl paragrnphs. 

32, \he same to the first, second and third pani;rr'ap:"-. 
32, line 23, insert ** wise," the wise man cannot be, .^i-. 

35, 20th line, read ** such is the pre valency o£ pvicai-cr^tt 

that it is denied." 

36, 9th line, omit ** primary." 

10th line, for " less," read •* more." 

37, 3d line, omit •* indepcndant." 
39, 22d line, for "other men," read '* those of oih.-i 



men." 



40, 4th line, for " have," read «* has." 
43, 10th line, for " immortality," read «* immiit.il.i!;t;. . " 
47, 12th line, for " Pilot," read " Pilate." 
22, 23, 24, omit the parenthesis. 
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